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The Solicitors Qualifying Exam (SQE) is set to be the biggest shake up of legal education and training in many years, replacing current routes to entry and introducing two stages of centralised assessments. These will set the standard for entry to the profession and will sit alongside requirements for a degree level qualification, two-years of qualifying work experience and a character and suitability test. 

Whilst there is much that the Solicitors Regulatory Authority (SRA) is still developing, particularly in the detail of the scheme, there are also many points that have been finalised and approved by the Legal Services Board. The Law Society has put together a straight forward, informative guide to the SQE to enable stakeholders to look at what they can do to prepare for the introduction of the SQE. It is important that those affected begin thinking about how the SQE may impact on them and/or their business and consider any changes they may need to make. This document contains the facts. They have been checked by the SRA for accuracy and they represent a comprehensive round-up of everything we currently know.

The development of the SQE is a long process, which we are only part-way through. More information on key aspects - the assessment detail and finalised costs in particular - will be forthcoming as the assessments are developed and the SRA complete further work. This document will be updated as further information is made available.

The SRA announced at the start of November that the date of implementation has been moved to September 2021. This gives aspiring solicitors, employers, providers of legal education and other organisations offering training more time to decide what they wish to do and to prepare for this change. The Law Society is keen for the SRA to take the time it needs to get the SQE right as the SQE is of fundamental importance to the profession and to everyone seeking legal advice. If more time is needed to ensure that the SRA have made all necessary checks on the assessments and that the profession and education providers have been given adequate time to prepare, then deferring the introduction is a sensible step. 

The provisional assessment fees also announced by the SRA in early November, of between £3,000 - £4,500 for both SQE1 and SQE2 stages, represent a great deal of money. There are currently no funding mechanisms available to provide loans for the SQE assessments, so any fees will have to be self-funded by candidates or firms, which would disadvantage students with less financial means.  In the current system candidates can get a loan to take the Legal Practice Course (LPC), so whilst it is more expensive than the new fees proposed, it does not represent a financial barrier in the same way. A similar solution must be found for the SQE so that all candidates, regardless of background, can qualify as a solicitor. It should also be noted that these fees are for the assessments only, and do not account for any fees associated with preparatory courses that many aspiring solicitors may wish to utilise.

The Law Society has been representing the profession's views as the SQE policy has been created and continues to engage with the profession, and with the SRA on behalf of the profession, as the assessments are developed. The Law Society is also supporting the profession with this change by providing clear information and taking forward any comments it receives. Maintaining high professional standards and ensuring the diversity of the solicitors’ profession have been top priorities for the Law Society from the very start of the SQE process. We want to enable potential entrants to the profession to make informed choices about which route may be best for them and we hope this overview is valuable to schools, universities and careers advisers.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
The SQE Overview is available on the Law Society’s website here.



