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Dear Member,
 
The London & South East Relationship Management team are keen to ensure that key updates and information of relevance are communicated to you, and your local law society, periodically. 
 
Please feel free to share the information below more widely with your committees and your membership.
 
 
HMCTS Reform Programme: The Family Public Law project
 
The Family Public Law project, which is part of the wider HMCTS Reform Programme, is currently piloting a new digital system which will support efficient and effective inter-agency working so the service can be conducted digitally from start to finish. 
 
HMCTS are currently opening the service up to all professional users nationally, through a phased roll out approach through to June 2020. As a part of this approach they want to ensure they are engaging directly with Solicitors, Local Authorities and independent bodies. They have created a basecamp area (accessible once involved in the pilot) to provide a space which allows a ‘critical friend’ function, where feedback can be freely given to ensure this new service is useable for those who will be intending to use it.
 
As this service has been created with users in mind, alongside providing support as you navigate the new system, HMCTS hope to get your feedback on the service, and test ideas for additional services and approaches. 
 
If you are interested in participating in this, or know of fellow solicitors/colleagues who would be interested, please contact Rachael.Bird1@justice.gov.uk  
 
 
The power of local: championing legal voices from beyond the capital
 
Matt O'Brien, chair of the Birmingham Law Society Criminal Law Committee, explores how regional law societies give their members the power to influence national policy.
 
Read the guest blog
 
 
Be prepared for justice to fall apart - we issue stark warning to government
 
The criminal legal aid system is doomed to spiral into ever greater crisis unless the Ministry of Justice's interim plans are urgently rethought.
 
Read more
Read our press release
 
 
Changes to your contact information
 
Please could you let us know if there have been any recent changes to the contact information we hold for your local law society? If so, please respond to beth.quinn@lawsociety.org.uk   
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Open Consultations
 
 
NICE Quality Standard on Decision Making and Mental Capacity - closing date for responses 31 March 2020 - Link to response
Policy Advisor: Leanne.Maskell@lawsociety.org.uk   
 
This quality standard covers decision making for people aged 16 and over, using health and social care services who may lack capacity to make their own decisions (now or in the future).
 

Protecting users of legal services - prioritising payments from the SRA Compensation Fund: Consultation - closing date for responses - 21 April 2020 - Link to consultation
Policy Advisor: Simon.Thomson@lawsociety.org.uk  
 
The key issues include:
 
• Litigation costs and application fee support
• Circumstances where a solicitor has failed to have PII cover in place
• Maximum payments from the Fund
• Barristers and experts
• Conduct and behaviour of the applicant
• Contributions to the Fund
 
 
Ongoing Competence- closing date for responses 15 May 2020 - Link to call for evidence
Policy Advisor: Chenab.Mangat@lawsociety.org.uk
 
The LSB has launched a call for evidence, as a first stage before any consultation on this issue: 
They have requested information on the following 4 key areas, identified by their earlier work in this area:
· Defining competence and competence assurance
· Consumer expectations of competence
· Competence assurance in the legal services sector
· Competence assurance in other sectors
 
If you have any questions in relation to any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact us at London&SouthEastTeam@lawsociety.org.uk       
 
Best wishes,
 
Beth, Bhavni and Stuart.
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