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Dear Member,
 
The London & South East Relationship Management team are keen to ensure that key updates and information of relevance are communicated to you, and your local law society, periodically. 
 
Please feel free to share the information below more widely with your committees and your membership.
 
 
The Law Society Excellence Awards 2020 are now open
 
The Law Society Awards for Excellence celebrate the hard work and inspirational achievements of solicitors, legal teams and firms of all sizes.
 
Choose from 23 categories, including eight awards that recognise outstanding individuals.
 
Whether you have a high-achieving business development strategy you want to shout about or have made strides in your diversity and inclusion work, with so many categories to choose from, there's a place for everyone to shine. Find the right category for you.
 
It's free to enter and you can choose as many categories as you like. Entries close on Friday 1 May 2020.
 
For the best chance of winning find out how to write a successful entry with help from the experts. Need inspiration? Hear from previous winners about their winning submissions.
 
For more information visit our awards page 
 
 Closure of the Solicitors Indemnity Fund (SIF)
 
When solicitors in England and Wales voted to move from a mutual insurance system to purchasing professional indemnity insurance (PII) on the open market, a portion of the old Solicitors Indemnity Fund (SIF) was retained to provide ongoing cover for closed firms, when their mandatory six year run-off cover expired.
 
However, after 30 September 2020, SIF will close to new claims. This means that unless alternative arrangements are made, principles of firms that closed after 31 August 2000, their estates, and perhaps individual former employees, may be held liable for losses arising from previous work.
 
We are currently looking into alternatives to SIF and will provide further information if a suitable solution is found.
 
For more information please see the following:
 
· Article: SIF closure – how will the affect you?
· Article: Run-off cover (this information is provisional and will be updated by the end of March 2020 to reflect new PII guidance)


Brexit - how the transition period affects the profession
 
The UK left the EU last Friday and entered a transition period governed by the Withdrawal Agreement. We explain how the transition period will affect various areas of law including citizens' rights, intellectual property and mutual recognition of qualifications.
 
Read more 
 
 
 
Open Consultations
 
 
LSB Business Plan 2020/21 - closing date for responses 14 February 2020 - Link to consultation
Policy Advisor: Marzena.Lipman@lawsociety.org.uk
 
The LSB is consulting on its draft Business Plan for 2020/21. The key proposed workstreams include:
 
· implementing the new IGRs
· engaging with the CMA review of progress on the legal services market study
· reviewing PCF including non-regulatory permitted purposes
· reviewing processes on changes to regulatory arrangements
· exploring future approaches to enforcement
· [bookmark: _GoBack]work on ongoing competence
· developing the LSB’s 2021-24 strategy
· monitoring regulatory performance
· work on public legal education
 
Office for Legal Complaints Corporate Strategy 2020-23 - closing date 14 February 2020 - Link to consultation
Policy Advisor: Anjali.Mouelhi@lawsociety.org.uk
 
The Office for Legal Complaints has revealed 3 key objectives for its 2020-23 strategy and business plan:
1. Improving the experience of customer while using its expertise to guide and add value to the complaint journey.
2. Increasing the transparency and impact of casework to support greater access to justice.
3.  Developing its service to ensure it is appropriate for the evolving legal sector.
 
Headline Budget 2020/21 – OLC is proposing a 20%   increase to £2.4m for 2020/21 and thereafter a slight reduction on the following 2 years.
 
 
Draft Best Practice Guidance on Domestic Abuse - Private consultation - closing date for responses- 14th February 2020
Policy Advisor- Jessica.Mearns@lawsociety.org.uk  
 
The Domestic Abuse Working Group of the Family Justice Council has produced the draft Best Practice Guidance on Domestic Abuse, with the aim of promoting consistency of approach in family courts to cases raising issues of domestic abuse and to help to achieve a supportive environment at court for the parties to such cases and any children involved.
 
The Guidance is addressed to all professionals working in family courts, with a focus on proceedings for domestic abuse injunctions, child arrangements orders and financial remedies. 
 
 
If you have any questions in relation to any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact us at London&SouthEastTeam@lawsociety.org.uk   
 
Best wishes,
 
Beth, Bhavni and Stuart.
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