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Dear Member,
The London & South East Relationship Management team are keen to ensure that key updates and information of relevance are communicated to you, and your local law society, periodically. 
Please feel free to share the information below more widely with your committees and your membership.
Q&A on how to use electronic signatures and complete virtual executions
This Q&A has been drafted by a working group of the Company Law Committee of the Law Society and is focused on electronic signatures in commercial law matters. It considers issues around witnessing, methods of electronic signatures and company board meetings and articles of associations. Please find it here.
Questions include:
· Can a director's PA insert the director's electronic signature into the document?
· Can a witness apply the electronic signature of a person entering into a deed to enable the witness to physically witness the application of the signature where they are not in the same place?
· Can minutes of board/shareholder meetings and written resolutions of directors/shareholders for a company incorporated under the Companies Act 2006 (or predecessor Acts) be signed with an electronic signature?
The Q&A is a companion to the following two practice notes, which you are encouraged to read and consider alongside it:
· 2010 - Execution of documents by virtual means which was prepared following the decision in R (on the application of Mercury Tax Group and another) v HMRC [2008] EWHC 2721 (the "2010 Mercury practice note")
· 2016 - Execution of a document using an electronic signature (the "2016 electronic signatures practice note")
Coronavirus - update
The Government has published guidance on the new national lockdown. Below is the Law Society’s interpretation on the guidance, which has been checked with the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy. It will be reviewed in the next few days once the regulations are published and we will update you as appropriate.
If you have any questions or issues, please contact us.
Under the new rules:
· Staff should work from home unless it is not reasonable for them to do so
· Staff that have to go to the office should do so and they can travel to/from work
· Law firms can remain open if necessary, provided they follow the Government’s Covid secure guidelines, which can be found here
· Solicitors can visit clients in their offices or at home (if necessary) provided they follow Covid secure guidance on working in someone’s home, which can be found here
· Solicitors who need to travel internationally for work are able to do so
· Solicitors who need to stay in overnight accommodation for work purposes are allowed to do so
· House moves are allowed, and facilitation of house moves are also allowed
· It is permissible to meet people from another household for work purposes and to fulfil a legal obligation, such as attending court or jury service or for gatherings within criminal justice accommodation or immigration detention centres
· Courts will remain open and it is permitted to leave home to attend court
· Clients can leave home to obtain services - these should be local if at all possible
· Where possible, meetings with clients should be virtual. Alternatives should be explored to avoid meeting clients, such as arranging signing of documents using electronic signature platforms, posting documents to clients, videoconferences or calls. If it is not possible, clients can leave home to fulfil a legal obligation
· Some solicitors that are essential to the running of the justice system are classed as critical workers. The Ministry of Justice has confirmed to us that this category only applies to:
· advocates (including solicitor advocates) required to appear before a court or tribunal (remotely or in person), including prosecutors
· other legal practitioners required to support the administration of justice including duty solicitors (police station and court) and barristers, solicitors, legal executives, paralegals and others who work on imminent or ongoing court or tribunal hearings
· solicitors acting in connection with the execution of wills
· solicitors and barristers advising people living in institutions or deprived of their liberty
[image: ]The full guidance is available here.
Meet your Law Society Council Members
Each week we will be shining a light on a different Law Society Council Member, and would encourage you to share their details with your membership where relevant. At The Law Society, our Council Members help to set the strategic direction of the organisation and represent your views.
If you live or work in Surrey, you may be interested in connecting with your Council Member Sushila Abraham.
Sushila has been based in Surrey for the last 30 years, and her area of practice focuses on Family, Wills, LPA, Probate and conveyancing. Sushila sits on the Law Society's Membership Communications Committee (MCC) and is also a local Councillor and the Deputy Mayor of Kingston.
When she gets some free time, Sushila enjoys walking, cooking and baking, organising events, travelling and the occasional round of golf!
You can contact Sushila via sabraham@sabrahamsolicitors.co.uk  or connect with her on LinkedIn.
PRESS RELEASE: More needs to be done to incentivise commonhold, warns Law Society
Home ownership reforms announced by the government have been welcomed by the Law Society of England and Wales.
But solicitors' leaders are warning that for commonhold ownership to flourish, there must be incentives for developers, lenders and buyers.
Read our press release in full.
Open Consultations

Modern slavery offences guideline consultation -  closing date 15 January 2021
Link to consultation (Sentencing Council)
Policy lead- Janet.Arkinstall@lawsociety.org.uk 
The Sentencing Council is consulting on a new consultation on its proposed guidelines on sentencing modern slavery offences, the first ever guideline for offences under the Modern Slavery Act 2015. In particular, it seeks views on a guideline for two main offences under the Act: offences contrary to section 1 (slavery, servitude and forced or compulsory labour), and section 2 (human trafficking),  a slavery and trafficking risk order or slavery and trafficking prevention order.
The Criminal Law Committee will lead on our response. 

Legal Guidance on Rape and Sexual Offences -  closing date 18 January 2021
Link to consultation (Crown Prosecution Service)
Policy lead- Janet.Arkinstall@lawsociety.org.uk 
The revised guidance provides support to CPS prosecutors to make effective 'Code for Prosecutors' compliant decisions in rape and sexual offence cases. It updates the guidance to reflect the changed world around communication by electronic means, and updates content around reasonable lines of enquiry and disclosure which aims to assist prosecutors with striking the appropriate balance between the needs of an investigation and the right to privacy.  The Criminal Law Committee will lead on the response. 

Reforms to the compulsory purchase process - closing date for responses 19 January 2021
Link to consultation (Welsh Government)
Policy lead- Victoria.Geroe@lawsociety.org.uk 
This consultation seeks views on proposals to amend:
(a) primary legislation to modernise the compulsory purchase statutory enabling powers and procedures; and
(b) secondary legislation to streamline the compulsory purchase inquiry and written representations procedures.

If you have any questions in relation to any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact us at London&SouthEastTeam@lawsociety.org.uk         

Best wishes,
Bhavni and Beth
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