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Dear Member,
 
The London & South East Relationship Management team are keen to ensure that key updates and information of relevance are communicated to you, and your local law society, periodically. 
 
Please feel free to share the information below more widely with your committees and your membership.
 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) pages
 
We know members will have questions about the implications of coronavirus (COVID-19) for their clients, their businesses, their professional obligations, their own wellbeing and that of their employees.

In response to questions from our members, our latest advice for firms is listed on our designated Covid-19 page. This information will be updated regularly to reflect the most recent guidance.

As well as updates and advice, we're influencing government, regulators and other stakeholders on behalf of our members.

To stay up to date on the impact on the sector and our latest support, please subscribe to our Gazette Daily News Update,  follow us on Twitter, and subscribe to our weekly Professional Update.
 
HMCTS also offer a daily operational update. Read more and sign up here
 
Please get in touch to share any concerns you have relating to coronavirus and your business and the practice of law. Your feedback is essential in order for us to keep our guidance as up-to-date and relevant as possible. Contact beth.quinn@lawsociety.org.uk  
 
 
 
Renewing your firm's Professional Indemnity Insurance (PII)
 
We have compiled a list of some of the issues and possible solutions that you should consider if you're renewing your firm's professional indemnity insurance (PII) during the coronavirus pandemic.
 
This page includes a list of brokers who have good market access and have told us they're ready to work with our members. Please note, this listing should not be regarded as a recommendation on the part of the Law Society, and other brokers are available.
 
The page is now live
 
 
 
Industry-wide guidance to conveyancing firms advising clients on house moves during COVID-19
 
The guidance was prepared by a group which includes the Law Society, the Society of Licensed Conveyancers (SLC), the Chartered Institute of Legal Executives, Bold Legal Group and the Conveyancing Association (CA), and has the support of government departments including HM Land Registry.
 
Its primary purpose is to help conveyancers assist clients and comply with the latest government regulations and Guidance on home moving. It includes:
1. Amending existing contracts.
2. Advice for clients who have already exchanged contracts.
3. Advice for clients who have not yet exchanged contracts.
4. Advice for clients who have to move during the current restrictive period.
In terms of amending existing contracts, the stakeholder group has worked together and agreed a draft clause and the process for firms to follow when varying a completion date.

Read more here and view the guidance in full.
 
 
HMCTS blog: Recent developments to the court service during COVID-19
 
HM Courts and Tribunal Service has today published a blog by Susan Acland-Hood, CEO of HMCTS, concerning the recent developments to the court service during the coronavirus pandemic. You can read it here 
 
It includes updates on:
· Consolidating the courts and tribunals
· Video and phone hearings; and
· Open justice
There is also a paragraph inviting you to submit questions (relating to the operational running of HMCTS during the coronavirus pandemic) in the comments section of the blog which we would encourage you to do. HMCTS intend to field appropriate questions for 24 hours after publication and will then publish the questions and accompanying responses.
 
 
Tips: Cash flow and stress management - Risk & Compliance Service
 
Our Risk & Compliance Service has set out some tips on cash flow and stress management for Law Firms at this time in the following article.
 
 
Legal sector must not fall through cracks- Law Society responds to extension of business support scheme
 
The Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan Scheme has been extended to support "all viable small businesses affected" by coronavirus, and "not just those unable to secure regular commercial financing."
 
Read more
 
 
Latest SRA guidance - Coronavirus Q&As
 
· PII Insurance
· Administering wills
· Accountants Rules
· Trainees
· Keeping cybersafe
 
Press releases
 
COVID-19 lockdown puts domestic abuse victims at risk - read more
 
View all the latest press releases from the Law Society here
 
 
	Open Consultations

 
Consultation on Mental Health Tribunal reforms- closing date for responses 7th April 2020- Link to consultation

 
The Tribunal Procedure Committee (TPC) is inviting views on a proposal to change the way that the First-tier Tribunal lists hearings in relation to applications by patients detained under section 2 of the Mental Health Act 1983 (MHA), dealt with in the Health, Education and Social Care Chamber (HESC).

 
Drug offences consultation- closing date for responses 17th April 2020- Link to consultation

 
The Sentencing Council is consulting on a new guideline for sentencing drugs offences.

 
Family Procedure Rule Committee Consultation : Legal Bloggers- Private consultation, link not available- closing date for responses 20th April 2020- Policy Advisor Jessica.Mearns@lawsociety.org.uk

 
The Family Procedure Rules Committee is looking to understand the wider views on the attendance of legal bloggers at hearings in family proceedings and is interested in hearing from the wider community.

 
Protecting users of legal services - prioritising payments from the SRA Compensation Fund: Consultation- closing date for responses 21st April 2020- Link to consultation  Policy Advisor Simon.Thomson@lawsociety.org.uk

 
The key issues include:

 
[bookmark: _GoBack]• Litigation costs and application fee support
• Circumstances where a solicitor has failed to have PII cover in place
• Maximum payments from the Fund
• Barristers and experts
• Conduct and behaviour of the applicant
• Contributions to the Fund

 
Revisions to the Attorney General's Guidance on disclosure and the CPIA Code of Practice- closing date for responses 22nd April 2020- Link to consultation

 
The Attorney General’s Office is consulting on changes to the guidelines and Code of Practice for disclosure.

 
 
If you have any questions in relation to any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact us at London&SouthEastTeam@lawsociety.org.uk          

 
Best wishes,

 
Beth, Bhavni and Stuart.
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