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[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Member,
The London & South East Relationship Management team are keen to ensure that key updates and information of relevance are communicated to you, and your local law society, periodically. 
Please feel free to share the information below more widely with your committees and your membership.

Internal Market Bill: Government U-turn welcomed by Law Society
Solicitors Journal reports on the government move to drop three clauses from the Internal Market Bill which would have breached international law.
Law Society of England and Wales president David Greene said: “The rule of law underpins our country and our democracy. Proposing to breach an agreement just entered into, breaking international law, even if in a ‘specific and limited way’, was shocking so we welcome this eleventh hour change of heart.”
Read our press release
 
NEW REPORT & RECORDED EVENT: Race for inclusion: the experiences of Black, Asian and minority ethnic solicitors
During 2020 the Ethnic Minority Lawyers Division (EMLD) has been working with us on research to understand the experiences of Black and ethnic minority solicitors at different points in their careers.
Through desk research, an exploration of the data and a series of virtual roundtable discussions with solicitors and recruiters, we've identified and examined challenges around key career stages.
You can read our key findings and recommendations on our webpage.
Download the full report
Download the report summary infographic

Yesterday we held an event to launch the findings of the report. Speakers included:
· Rt. Hon. David Lammy MP
· I. Stephanie Boyce, vice president of the Law Society
· Jonathan Achampong, Wedlake Bell
The full recording of the event can be viewed on YouTube and the slides from DJS research can be viewed here.

More resources
· Achieving Change Together: empowering and supporting Black lawyers​
· Promoting race inclusivity in the workplace: a toolkit for organisations
· A guide to race and ethnicity terminology and language
· Become an ally – it matters
· Ethnic minority lawyers network
· The conversation on race
· Podcast - Is 'BAME' problematic?
· Overcoming the challenges of intersectionality in the workplace
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Each week we will be shining a light on a different Law Society Council Member, and would encourage you to share their details with your membership where relevant. At The Law Society, our Council Members help to set the strategic direction of the organisation and represent your views.
If you live or work in Surrey, you may be interesting in connecting with your Council Member Alastair Logan OBE.
Alastair is one of two Council Members for the Surrey Constituency and sits on the Council’s Human Rights Committee and the Scrutiny and Performance Review Committee. He is a retired sole practitioner who practised in Surrey for 40 years in the fields of family, crime, Human Rights, Public Law and general practice.
You can connect with Alastair on LinkedIn, on Twitter and his constituents can contact him at cm4surrey@gmail.com.
You can also share our LinkedIn post.

We are running an online membership ballot - all you need to know
On Tuesday 15 December, the Law Society will open an online membership ballot. Members will receive an email from Civica, our independent election scrutineers, with instructions on how to participate in the ballot.
The email will come from 'CES', and the email address will be 'takepart@CESvotes.com'. We are suggesting that our members add this email address to their 'safe senders' list - this will reduce the risk of the message going to a spam or junk folder.
In the email, members will find information about two motions, along with statements supporting and opposing each of them. They will vote through a dedicated Civica website.
The ballot will close on  Thursday 7 January- the Law Society will share the results with members shortly after. We have been asking members to review and, if necessary, update their email addresses through MySRA or My Law Society to ensure they receive the email about the ballot.
Reminders shall be distributed on our website, on social media and in Professional Update.
If you have any questions about the ballot, please do get in touch.

WEBINAR RECORDING: HMCTS online event from 2 December 2020: An update on recovery in the civil, family and tribunals jurisdictions
This event provided detail around the digital service for family public law professionals; explaining how the service works, how to subscribe and how it can help local authorities and legal professionals involved in care and supervision proceedings.
Speakers included:
· Ben Burke-Davies, Senior Project Manager, CFT Recovery
· Simon Vowles, Deputy Director, Civil
· Adam Lennon, Deputy Director, Family
· Daniel Flury, Deputy Director, Tribunals
· Will Breame, Senior Project Manager, HMCTS COVID-19 response team
HMCTS will be publishing a full Q&A of questions raised during the event, and in the meantime please continue to check GOV.UK for further information and upcoming events.
HMCTS have now published the presentation and recording of the event.
Open Consultations
 
Reform of online communications offences - closing date 18 December 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead - Janet.Arkinstall@lawsociety.org.uk 
Reform of the law is needed to protect victims from harmful online behaviour including abusive messages, cyber-flashing, pile-on harassment, and the malicious sharing of information known to be false. The Law Commission is consulting on proposals to improve the protection afforded to victims by criminal law, while at the same time provide better safeguards for freedom of expression.  The Criminal Law Committee will lead on the response. 

Reform of confiscation of proceeds of crime - closing date 18 December 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead - Janet.Arkinstall@lawsociety.org.uk 
In 2018 the Law Commission agreed with the Home Office to review the law on confiscation contained within Part 2 of the Proceeds of Crime Act 2002. The primary aims of this review are to improve the process by which confiscation orders are made, to ensure the fairness of the confiscation regime and to optimise the enforcement of confiscation orders.  The Criminal Law Committee will lead on the response.  

Hate crime offences - closing date 24 December 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead- Janet.Arkinstall@lawsociety.org.uk 
The Law Commission is consulting to review the adequacy and parity of protection offered by the law relating to hate crime and to make recommendations for its reform.  The proposals will:
· Equalise protection across all of the existing protected characteristics;
· add sex or gender to the protected characteristics;
· establish criteria for deciding whether any additional characteristics should be recognised in hate crime laws;
· reformulate the offences of stirring up hatred to focus on deliberate incitement of hatred, providing greater protection for freedom of speech where no intent to incite hatred can be proven;
· expand the offence of racist chanting at football matches to cover homophobic chanting, and other forms of behaviour.
 
Queen's Counsel Appointments Process: Consultation - closing date 31 December 2020
This consultation seeks views on a proposed change to the system for dealing with applications for appointment as Queen's Counsel. This change to designed to make it more likely that the Selection Panel will be made aware of unsatisfactory behaviour by applicants in the course of their work as advocates.

If you have any questions in relation to any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact us at London&SouthEastTeam@lawsociety.org.uk         

Best wishes,
Bhavni and Beth
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