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Dear Member,
 
The London & South East Relationship Management team are keen to ensure that key updates and information of relevance are communicated to you, and your local law society, periodically. 
 
Please feel free to share the information below more widely with your committees and your membership.
 
 
Act for justice and #WriteToRishi
 
It is vital that the Chancellor of the Exchequer hears your voice for justice.
 
Justice spending has been falling for nearly a decade and has not been prioritised by government. Coronavirus and the lockdown have made the situation worse, the queue of criminal cases in the magistrates courts is over 500,000 and in the crown courts it exceeds 40,000. This is placing further strain on the system, with the most vulnerable struggling to get their cases heard.
 
This spending review is a once in a generation opportunity for our justice system.
 
We are calling on all solicitors to write to the Chancellor to ensure that our justice system and legal services sector is equipped with the funding it needs to face the challenges of the future.
 
Use this quick and easy tool which takes just two minutes to complete.
 
 
PII: Renewal or run-off?
 
With most solicitors' practices trying to arrange new insurance cover in time for the traditional 1 October renewal date, chair of the Law Society's Professional Indemnity Insurance Committee Nick Gurney-Champion offers some unpalatable but important advice.
 
Read the Gazette article in full here
 
 
Shortlist for the Law Society's Excellence Awards announced
 
We have announced the shortlist for the 2020 Law Society Excellence Awards. Congratulations to all the shortlisted teams and individuals and thank you to everyone who entered.
 
 In what has been a very challenging year for solicitors, the Excellence Awards entries we received are a testament to the outstanding work accomplished across the legal profession. 
 
Find out who has been shortlisted
 
 
Support resource: Experiencing menopause in the legal profession
 
In partnership with Peppy Health, we’ve created a detailed support resource on the menopause covering advice to individuals on managing symptoms, and recommendations for employers to better support their employees. This includes:
·  An overview of the menopause
· Symptoms
· Reasonable adjustments
· Discrimination
· Recommendation to employers
· Advice to individuals
With over 60% of entrants to the profession being female, it’s time we start normalising this topic and developing a more inclusive culture within the profession.
 
Read more and download the guidance
 
 
Financial Benchmarking Survey
 
The Law Society's Futures and Insights team has been working with our Law Management Section on the annual Financial Benchmarking Survey (FBS). The FBS provides firms with:
· detailed benchmarking data on fee income, employment costs, comparing against last financial year by firm size (turnover),
· information about working capital (debtor days, equity partner funding, bank and other borrowings),
· the characteristics of a profitable law firm,
· insight into financial stability, and
· advice on how to use benchmarking information to improve performance.
Each participating firm receives a bespoke benchmarking report which enables comparisons to firms of a similar size. These are provided by Hazlewoods, the accountancy, a Law Society partner.
 
For more information and to download the survey, please visit our webpage.
 
The survey closes on Wednesday 30 September.
 

Free Webinar: Preparing law firms for the UK's new immigration system, 14 September 10:00-11:00

On 14 September we will be holding a webinar to prepare law firms for the changes to the UK's immigration system that will come into force at the end of the transition period on 1 January 2021.
 
It will be an opportunity for those involved in recruitment and human resources in law firms to what steps they should take to prepare their law firm for the end of the free movement of people on 31 December 2020. The webinar will cover:
· Overview of the EU framework and the Withdrawal Agreement
· The EU settlement scheme
· Sponsorship licenses
· Financial and strategic planning
· Cross-border workers
Speakers include
· Kim Vowden, Kinglsey Napley
· Natasha Gya Williams, Gya Williams Immigration
· Home Office representative
· Kyri Kyriacou, Ministry of Justice
This webinar is free but all delegates must register in order to receive the joining link. Bookings will close 48 hours before the start date: Sign up here

 
MoJ consultation on retained EU law
 
We have submitted our response to the Ministry of Justice's consultation on retained EU law. Eight TLS policy committees were involved in this response, which can be read here.
 
 
Open Consultations
 
Housing, Communities and Local Government Committee: Pre-legislative scrutiny of the Building Safety Bill - closing date 14 September 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Leads: Diane.Latter@lawsociety.org.uk & Victoria.Geroe@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
The call for evidence will assess:

• How well does the Bill, as drafted, meet the Government’s own policy intentions?
• Does the draft Bill establish an appropriate scope for the new regulatory system?
• Will the Bill provide for a robust – and realistic – system of accountability for those responsible for building safety? Are the sanctions on those who do not meet their responsibilities strong enough?
• Will the Bill provide strong mechanisms to ensure residents are listened to when they have concerns about their building’s safety?
• Is the Government right to propose a new Building Safety Charge? Does the bill introduce sufficient protections to ensure that leaseholders do not face excessive charges and that their funds are properly managed?
• Does the Bill improve the product testing regime in a way that will command the full confidence of the sector?
• Is it right that the new Building Safety Regulator be established under the Health and Safety Executive, and how should it be funded?
• Does the Bill present an opportunity to address other building safety issues, such as requirements for sprinkler systems?
 
 
HMRC: Tackling promoters of tax avoidance - closing date 15 September 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead: James.Reynolds@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
This consultation seeks views on proposed changes to a number of anti-avoidance regimes, including the Disclosure of Tax Avoidance Schemes rules and the General Anti Abuse Rule, to strengthen sanctions against those who promote or enable tax avoidance.
The Tax Law Committee will lead on any response.
 
 
Sentencing Council: Sentencing guideline for assault offences - closing date 15 September 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead: Janet.Arkinstall@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
The Sentencing Council is consulting on a new guideline for assault offences.
The Criminal Law Committee will lead on the response.

 
HMRC: Tackling disguised remuneration tax avoidance - closing date 30 September 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead: James.Reynolds@LawSociety.org.uk 
 
This call for evidence asks for views and evidence on several issues including what are the drivers of continuing use of disguised remuneration tax avoidance and where can the government take further action to tackle such avoidance.
 
The Tax Law Committee will lead on any response.  
 
 
Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government: Changes to the current planning system - closing date 1 October 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead: Victoria.Geroe@LawSociety.org.uk 
 
This consultation sets out proposals for measures to improve the effectiveness of the current planning system. The 4 main proposals are:
 
• changes to the standard method for assessing local housing need
• securing of First Homes through developer contributions in the short term until the transition to a new system
• supporting small and medium-sized builders by temporarily lifting the small sites threshold below which developers do not need to contribute to affordable housing
• extending the current Permission in Principle to major development
 
The Planning and Environmental Law Committee will lead on our response.

 
If you have any questions in relation to any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact us at London&SouthEastTeam@lawsociety.org.uk         
 
Best wishes,
 
Bhavni, Beth and Stuart.
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