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Dear Member,

The London & South East Relationship Management team are keen to ensure that key updates and information of relevance are communicated to you, and your local law society, periodically. 
Please feel free to share the information below more widely with your committees and your membership.

New ID card scheme gives solicitors fast-track court access
A new ID card scheme will allow solicitors to have enhanced access through security in courts and tribunals. The new arrangement, developed by the London Criminal Courts Solicitors’ Association (LCCSA) and Criminal Law Solicitors’ Association (CLSA), with investment from the Law Society, will enable solicitors to register with the professional users’ access scheme.
All solicitors with a practising certificate can sign up, meaning they can access more than 300 HM Courts and Tribunals Service (HMCTS) buildings without needing a routine security search on each visit.
TLS Press release can be viewed here, and our page with FAQs.
Changes to the legal aid means test
There have been changes to the legal aid means test:
· the mortgage cap on capital assessments has been removed.
· the means test now disregards payments from infected blood support schemes (and other specified compensation payments)
These changes were introduced through the Civil Legal Aid (Financial Resources and Payment for Services) (Amendment) Regulations 2020. The change to the mortgage cap came into force on 28 January and the disregard of specific compensation schemes on the 8 January.
The amended regulation removes the £100,000 cap on the mortgage disregard. The result of this rule change will be that the full value of a person's mortgage will now be deducted by the Legal Aid Agency when assessing the value of their property.
The statutory instrument was laid on the 18 December to settle a legal challenge brought by Public Law Project on behalf of RH and supported by the Law Society.
· Read more
· Read the lord chancellor's revised guidance for certificated cases (PDF 951 KB)
· Read the lord chancellor's guidance on determining financial eligibility for controlled world and family mediation (PDF 424 KB)
Trapped capital
The revised lord chancellor’s guidance also covers the successful judicial review of R (oao GR) v Director of Legal Aid Casework [2020] EWHC 3140 (Admin) which found that where a low income home owner has been assessed as having capital in their home above the normal limits, but can demonstrate they're unable to access that capital, the director of legal aid casework may exercise their discretion and allow the applicant to be treated as financially eligible. This case was also brought by the Public Law Project and supported by the Law Society.
The Public Law Project has now published information to assist practitioners following this decision.
· Read more
· Read guidance on legal aid eligibility and trapped capital
· Read a precedent for practitioners

Calling all LGBT+ lawyers and their allies – have your say.
To mark LGBT History Month we’ve launched a survey to capture the experiences of the LGBT+ legal community, and their allies, so we can better support and understand our LGBT+ members. Take the short survey by Sunday 28 February.

Take the survey
 
Law Society joins the #10000BlackInterns initiative
	
	The Gazette and E Private Client report we have joined the #10000BlackInterns initiative, which aims to help broaden career opportunities for young black people in the UK and address their underrepresentation across over twenty sectors, including the law.
Law Society president David Greene said: “We hope interning at the Law Society – or law firms signed up to the initiative – will open doors for aspiring young black talent and inspire participants to pursue a legal career.”
Read our press release

Live career Q&A with JMC Legal

Whether you want to progress in a job you love or you’re considering a completely different path, it can often be difficult to take charge of your own career progression. Do you have a burning career question you need answered? Jason Connolly, Chief Executive of JMC Legal Recruitment, will be holding a live Q&A session on 23 February at 10am to answer all your queries. You will be able to submit questions before or during the event.

Register now 



Law Society Brexit transition webinars
 
All our Brexit transition webinars are now available on demand for all to watch. Watch at your leisure to find out more about:
· Private Law Brexit transition - Divorce
· Data flows in a Brexit transition landscape
· Children Public Law: 1996 Hague Convention
· Immigration Law and Employment of EEA nationals
· Civil litigation Brexit transition - Enforcements of judgments and choice of courts
Watch the transition webinars here 

Negative interest rates?
Andy Poole, Legal Sector Partner at Armstrong Watson LLP, considers the implications of negative interest rates for law firms. Read the feature in full.

A regional managing partner's personal perspective

Peter Taylor, regional managing partner at Paris Smith LLP, shares his experience of managing a firm during lockdown while shielding. Read our guest blog.



Open Consultations
 
An inspection of the use of hotels and barracks as contingency asylum accommodation - closing date 19 February 2021
Independent Chief Inspector of Borders and Immigration
Link to consultation
The Independent Chief Inspector of Borders and Immigration has begun an inspection of the use of hotels and barracks as contingency asylum accommodation. It will focus on the roles and responsibilities of the Home Office and the accommodation service providers, and of other parties, in relation to the use of contingency asylum accommodation.  We plan to raise the work that the Law Society has done in this area over previous months in relation to issues for people in accessing legal advice whilst being accommodated in military barracks. The Immigration Law Committee will lead on the response.

Taxation of asset holding companies in alternative fund structures (second stage consultation) - closing date 23 February 2021
HM Treasury
Link to consultation
This consultation seeks views on detailed design features of a new regime for asset holding companies in the UK, as well as targeted changes to the REIT regime.
The Tax Law Committee will lead on our response. 

Non-Compete Clauses - closing date 26 February 2021
BEIS
Link to consultation
BEIS is interested in views on an option to make post-termination non-compete clauses in contracts of employment enforceable only when the employer provides compensation during the term of the clause. This would discourage widespread use of non-compete clauses. The Employment Law Committee will lead on our response. 

Exclusivity Clauses - closing date 26 February 2021
BEIS
Link to consultation
BEIS are seeking views on a proposal to extend the ban on exclusivity clauses to contracts where the workers’ guaranteed weekly income is less than the Lower Earnings Limit, currently £120 a week. This is to ensure that low-income workers can take on additional work to boost their income should they wish to do so. The Employment Law Committee will lead on our response. 

Draft changes to the Family Procedure Rules arising from planned implementation of the Divorce, Dissolution and Separation Act 2020 - closing date 2 March 2021
Link to consultation
The FPRC is seeking views on proposed amendments to Part 6 (Service) and new rules in Part 7 (Procedure for Applications in Matrimonial and Civil Partnership Proceedings) of the Family Procedure Rules 2010 as part of the implementation of the Divorce, Dissolution and Separation Act 2020.
The Family Law Committee will lead on our response.

Independent Human Rights Act Review: Call for evidence - closing date 3 March 2021
Independent Human Rights Act Review
Link to call for evidence
The Independent Human Rights Act Review was established as part of the Government's manifesto commitments to looking at a broad range of constitutional issues. The review is primarily concerned with the role of the courts in enforcing the HRA, requesting evidence on section 2 (the duty to "take account" of ECtHR jurisprudence), section 3 (the obligation to interpret domestic legislation compatibly with Convention rights, as far as possible) and section 4 (the ability to issue declarations of incompatibility).
The Human Rights Committee will lead on the response. We will also be consulting further members of ILC, MHDC and AJC, and members from human rights focused firms.

If you have any questions in relation to any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact us at London&SouthEastTeam@lawsociety.org.uk         

Best wishes,
Bhavni and Beth
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