12th June 2020


Dear Member,
 
The London & South East Relationship Management team are keen to ensure that key updates and information of relevance are communicated to you, and your local law society, periodically. 
 
Please feel free to share the information below more widely with your committees and your membership.
 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) pages
 
We know members will have questions about the implications of coronavirus (COVID-19) for their clients, their businesses, their professional obligations, their own wellbeing and that of their employees.

In response to questions from our members, our latest advice for firms is listed on our designated Covid-19 page. This information will be updated regularly to reflect the most recent guidance.
As well as updates and advice, we're influencing government, regulators and other stakeholders on behalf of our members.

To stay up to date on the impact on the sector and our latest support, please keep checking our website, subscribe to our Gazette Daily News Update, check the latest coronavirus news from the Gazette, follow us on Twitter, subscribe to our weekly Professional Update email newsletter. Firms should also  sign up to receive government email alerts to ensure they are acting on the latest information. Please also consider following The Law Society on LinkedIn, if you aren't already, as all updates are communicated via that account in real time.
 
HMCTS also offer a daily operational update: Read more and sign up here
 
Please get in touch to share any concerns you have relating to coronavirus and your business and the practice of law. Your feedback is essential in order for us to keep our guidance as up-to-date and relevant as possible: contact beth.quinn@lawsociety.org.uk   
 
 
 
Mayson Report Press release: Time for the sector and society to recover, not to reorganise legal services
 
Recovery, not more regulatory reform, should be at the heart of our efforts in the wake of COVID-19 when it comes to legal services, the Law Society of England and Wales said yesterday in response to the publication of the Mayson report.
 
Read the press release in full here.
 
 
Returning to the workplace: What law firms need to consider
 
The Government has published its “roadmap” document, which outlines the COVID-19 recovery strategy. The document outlines the Government’s aims, their approach through a phased recovery, and a roadmap to lift restrictions step-by-step. Fourteen supporting programmes are outlined in the document, which focus on the fight against the virus, communication and governance. In addition to the roadmap document, new guidance on staying safe outside your home, and an updated list of vulnerable groups has been published here.
 
Watch our returning to the workplace WEBINAR where we provide an overview of our latest discussions with Government, the up to date guidance and discuss the challenges that law firms now need to consider.
 
· Safe return to the office Toolkit - COVID-19 Tool Kit  
· Law Works support with Pro-Bono - Law Works  
 
We also have a new FAQ section on our return to the office toolkit. This FAQ covers the most common questions we have received, including:
 
· Can I see clients in the office?
· Should the firm conduct temperature checks?
· What are the firm's duties with regard to staff using public transport?
 
The FAQ section is available at the bottom of this page on our website.
 
 
Tell your story: Solicitor Spirit campaign
 
We want everyone to know the great work solicitors have been doing during the crisis. If you have gone the extra mile for your community or your clients during the pandemic and have a story to tell, capture it on a brief video using your phone and post it on social using the hashtag #solicitorspirit.

We will promote the best ones to the public and the profession.

If you don’t use social media, just send us the video to corporatecommunications@lawsociety.org.uk

We also have some guidance for members who may want to film a short clip themselves and share it with us, which I hope will be useful:
 
Guidance for recording your video
 
· Use a clean dry microfibre cloth to remove any smudges from the lens 
· Record in landscape orientation which is better for use on social media
· If you can, set video quality to at least 4k 30 (where 30 is frames per second). 
· Use rear facing camera as it is better quality than the front facing selfie camera 
· Check you know where your microphone is to void muffling any sound
· Avoid using flash and don’t move from light areas to dark  areas.
· If you want to share the final video file use a file transfer system (such as WeTransfer) rather than WhatsApp 
 
For more information visit our webpage
 
 
Guidance: Training contracts
 
In response to queries raised by junior lawyers around furlough and redundancy fears, we have updated our guidance on what to do if your training is terminated. This includes information on the employment status of trainees, which makes it very difficult for them to be made redundant.
 
· What to do if your training contract is terminated
[bookmark: _GoBack] 
It also includes links to advice from the JLD and on remote supervision, which was published in April. Also linked is the SRA’s advice on furlough which has been updated and clarified following discussions with the Law Society.
 
 
The Law Society Excellence Awards are going online
 
In light of the challenging circumstances we have all found ourselves in during the Covid-19 pandemic, we have extended the Excellence Awards deadline for entries until 26 June 2020 and redesigned the event to be delivered virtually. 
 
With health and safety our top priority, we have moved the awards ceremony to a series of online events that will take place during the week of 12 October 2020. These events will be the opportunity to recognise the hard work, efforts and achievements across the profession. 
 
Each event will include categories grouped by areas of interest and/or experience so that attendees can learn from inspiring individuals and teams who have similar interests and experience to them. 
 
We will share more details on the awards week soon. 
 
The shortlist will be announced in early September. You can submit your entry and find out more here: lawsociety.org.uk/support-services/events/excellence-awards/
 
We look forward to receiving your entry, and good luck!
 
 
Podcast: Bahare Heywood, chief risk and compliance officer at Clifford Chance
 
Listen to our City team's podcast with Bahare Heywood, chief risk and compliance officer at Clifford Chance, who discusses the latest issues around ethics and compliance.
 
> Listen to the podcast
> Listen on iTunes
 
 
 
Open Consultations
 
 
Revisions to the Attorney General's Guidance on disclosure and the CPIA Code of Practice - closing date extended to 22 July 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead: Janet.Arkinstall@lawsociety.org.uk  
 
The Attorney General's Office is consulting on changes to the guidelines and Code of Practice for disclosure.
 
 
Tax Treatment of Asset Holding Companies in Alternative Funding Structures- closing date 19 August 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead: James.Reynolds@lawsociety.org.uk
 
This consultation seeks views on whether changes to the tax treatment of companies used by funds to hold assets could make the UK a more attractive location for these companies. It also considers the VAT treatment of fund management fees and other aspects of the UK’s funds regime.
 
 
Notification of uncertain tax treatment by large businesses - closing date 27 August 2020
Link to Consultation
Policy Lead: James.Reynolds@lawsociety.org.uk
 
From April 2021 large businesses will be required to notify HMRC when they take a tax position which HMRC is likely to challenge. This policy will draw on international accounting standards which many large businesses already follow. This consultation seeks views on the method and detail of the notification and particular areas of uncertain tax treatment.
 
 
Call for evidence: raising standards in the market for tax abuse - closing date 28 August 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead: James.Reynolds@lawsociety.org.uk
 
The government has published a call for evidence on raising standards in the market for tax advice. HMRC is seeking evidence about providers of tax advice, current standards upheld by tax advisers, and the effectiveness of the government’s efforts to support those standards, in order to give taxpayers more assurance that the advice they are receiving is reliable.
 
 
If you have any questions in relation to any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact us at London&SouthEastTeam@lawsociety.org.uk          
 
 
Best wishes,
 
Bhavni, Beth and Stuart.

