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		Dear Member,
 
The London & South East Relationship Management team are keen to ensure that key updates and information of relevance are communicated to you, and your local law society, periodically. 
 
Please feel free to share the information below more widely with your committees and your membership.
 
 
Brexit: Preparing for the end of the transition period
 
The UK-EU transition period will end on 31 December 2020. The UK is leaving the single market and the EU lawyers’ directives and EU laws will no longer apply to the England and Wales qualified solicitors. This means that there will be significant changes for individual solicitors and firms, whether an agreement is reached on the UK-EU future relationship or not.

Please visit our webpage to see what you can do now to prepare for the end of the transition period.
You can also review our:
· guidance on the impact of the end of free movement of people on 31 December 2020 and steps firms can take to prepare
· guidance on trade in legal services
· guidance on EU legal professional privilege following the end of the transition period
· guidance on registered European lawyers and how England and Wales will remain open after the end of the transition period
· guidance on EU data flows
· guidance on civil judicial co-operation (taking of evidence, service of documents and rules on jurisdiction)
Please also review yesterday's press release on practising certificate ruling by Irish Law Society disappointment for English and Welsh solicitors.
 
You can also listen to our latest Brexit update podcast with President David Greene.
 
 
The second lockdown and on-going Covid-19 support
 
The second lockdown, which started on 5 November, means that:
· Law firms may remain open during the second lockdown
· Solicitors and their firms should once again work from home, if they can. If this is not possible, they may leave home to travel to work at their firm
· Where possible, clients should be met virtually. If this is not possible, clients can meet solicitors in law firms
We've published a full set of guidance for law firms, along with what it means in practice for the legal profession.
 
Our coronavirus resources page is regularly updated to provide you with the latest news and guidance and we're working closely with commercial partners and industry experts to offer support on:
· how to increase business resilience and maintain wellbeing, while firms themselves drive recovery
· the government job support schemes with a webinar on 13 November
· eligibility for government job support
 
You can also read our guidance on the second lockdown; read our coronavirus resources, and; read our practical framework on returning to the office.
 
 
 
The Great Legal Quiz
 
Join the Access to Justice Foundation on Wednesday 25 November for the return of the Great Legal Quiz! A chance for legal brains across the country to go head to head and battle it out to be crowned the greatest legal quiz team in the UK!
 
No legal knowledge is required as all questions are general knowledge based (just like a normal pub quiz) but by taking part in this fun event you’ll be helping to raise vital funds for free legal advice services in your local region.
 
Quizzes are to take place virtually this year due to government lockdown and social distancing rules.
You can do this by connecting your quiz competitors online through Zoom, Skype or other video conferencing software. Each participant can play individually, or if you have a lot of people wanting to participate you may also wish to divide people into smaller teams who could discuss their answers (away from the video call via their own WhatsApp group chat if virtual). The choice is yours!
 
All funds will be donated to your local Legal Support Trust. Read more and register your virtual quiz today!
 
 
Annual Statistics Report 2019
 
Our Annual Statistics Report 2019 provides a comprehensive picture of how the size and structure of the solicitors’ profession has evolved.
 
Read the report
 
 
InsideOut: In house Division magazine
 
The in-house Dvision is the community for in-house lawyers working in the corporate and public sectors, not-for-profit organisations and charities. We bring in-house lawyers together to share best practice and address current issues and challenges in a supportive environment.
 
Our latest InsideOut Magazine with original articles by and for in-house counsel has been released.
 
You can read the latest e-magazine here.
 
 
 
Open Consultations
 
VAT Grouping - Establishment, Eligibility, and Registration Call for Evidence - closing date 20 November 2020
Organisation: HM Treasury
Policy Leads: James.Reynolds@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
This call for evidence examines how VAT grouping provisions operate in the UK and potential changes, including on compulsory grouping.
 
 
Artificial Intelligent and Intellectual Property: Call for Views - closing date 30 November 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Leads: Gurdas.Sally@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
The IPO is calling for views to understand the implications AI might have for IP policy and understanding the impact IP may have for AI in the near to medium term. The Intellectual Property Law Committee will lead on our response, with input from the Technology And Law Committee. 
 
 
Root and Branch Review of the Parole System - closing date 1 December 2020
Link to consultation (Ministry of Justice)
Policy Lead: Janet.Arkinstall@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
This consultation seeks contributions on the merits of amending the Parole Board Rules to allow victims of crime or the wider public to attend parole hearings in some limited circumstances. The Criminal Law Committee will lead on the response.  
 
 
National Data Strategy - closing date 2 December 2020
Link to consultation
Policy lead: William.Mcsweeney@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
DCMS is consulting on five proposed priority missions and actions to support the delivery of the National Data Strategy.
 
 
Getting Married: A Consultation Paper on Weddings Law - closing date 3 December 2020
Link to consultation
Policy lead: Jessica.Mearns@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
This consultation makes provisional proposals for a comprehensive new legislative scheme to replace the outdated, overly-restrictive current law of weddings, much of which dates from 1836. The consultation paper contains questions on each aspect of the law governing how and where couples can get married in England and Wales, from giving notice, to the location and content of the ceremony, the people who must attend, and how marriages are registered. The review also considers the consequences for the validity of weddings when any of the legal requirements are not met.
 
 
 
If you have any questions in relation to any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact us at London&SouthEastTeam@lawsociety.org.uk          
 
 
Best wishes,
 
Bhavni, Beth and Stuart.
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