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Dear Member,
 
The London & South East Relationship Management team are keen to ensure that key updates and information of relevance are communicated to you, and your local law society, periodically. 
 
Please feel free to share the information below more widely with your committees and your membership.
 
 
Event: Unpausing the conversation on menopause
 
With over half of the legal profession being female, why is talking about the menopause still taboo?
 
Join us and Peppy Health, an organisation delivering personalised menopause support, on Tuesday 24 March 18:00 in London as we discuss the impacts of the menopause on women in the workplace, how the legal landscape is changing and much more.
 
To find out more, and register, please visit our events page.
 
 
Civil Litigation Q&A: Can I alter a sword affidavit?
 
Earlier today, a member of the public came into the office and asked me to administer an oath. The deponent has returned to the office requesting that two very minor alterations be made to the sworn affidavit. Can I comply with the deponent's request?
 
Read the answer
 
 
What is VAT disbursement treatment and when does it matter to solicitors and their clients?
 
This document supplements the Law Society Guidance to help solicitors understand and decide how to treat disbursements for VAT purposes. The diagram and key illustrate the options and their significance, and the factors overleaf assist solicitors in making the necessary categorisation.
 
 
 
Open Consultations
 
NICE Quality Standard on Decision Making and Mental Capacity - closing date for responses 31 March 2020 - Link to response
Policy Advisor: Leanne.Maskell@lawsociety.org.uk  
 
This quality standard covers decision making for people aged 16 and over, using health and social care services who may lack capacity to make their own decisions (now or in the future).
 
 
Protecting users of legal services - prioritising payments from the SRA Compensation Fund: Consultation - closing date for responses 21 April 2020 - Link to consultation
Policy Advisor: Simon.Thomson@lawsociety.org.uk
 
The key issues include:
 
• Litigation costs and application fee support
• Circumstances where a solicitor has failed to have PII cover in place
• Maximum payments from the Fund
• Barristers and experts
• Conduct and behaviour of the applicant
• Contributions to the Fund
 
 
Ongoing Competence- closing date for responses 15 May 2020 - Link to call for evidence
Policy Advisor: Chenab.Mangat@lawsociety.org.uk
 
The LSB has launched a call for evidence, as a first stage before any consultation on this issue: 
They have requested information on the following 4 key areas, identified by their earlier work in this area:
· Defining competence and competence assurance
· Consumer expectations of competence
· Competence assurance in the legal services sector
· Competence assurance in other sectors
 
If you have any questions in relation to any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact us at London&SouthEastTeam@lawsociety.org.uk      
 
Best wishes,
 
Beth, Bhavni and Stuart.
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