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Dear Member,

The London & South East Relationship Management team are keen to ensure that key updates and information of relevance are communicated to you, and your local law society, periodically. 
Please feel free to share the information below more widely with your committees and your membership.

Brexit deal – what does it mean for solicitors?
The full text of the Trade and Cooperation Agreement (TCA) between the EU and the UK has been finalised and published.
The Law Society has welcomed the agreement. Given the constraints of the short negotiating timeframe available, and the inevitable loss of market access, this agreement represents a positive development in our relations with a key trading partner.
The inclusion of a legal services chapter signals the importance of the legal services sector to the UK economy. While lawyers based in England and Wales will not immediately see significant gains in market access compared to other non-EU lawyers, the agreement provides a foundation for future work to reduce barriers to UK lawyers providing services in the EU.
· Find our analysis of the deal here
· Find our guidance on how to prepare for the end of transition here
· Read our Parliamentary briefing on the deal here
· Book onto our January end of transition guidance webinar series here

Law Society governance changes
The solicitor profession voting in favour of introducing term limits and constituency reforms for the Law Society’s governing Council is covered by Today’s Conveyancer.
Both resolutions were approved, with 83.3% of the vote for the constituency proposals and 77.2% of the vote for the term limit proposal. Some 12,207 of the 200,446 of eligible members voted.
David Greene, president of the Law Society, said: “Whilst the effect of this decision will be that we will lose [some members’] knowledge and experience on council, there are many ways in which individuals can contribute to the work of the Law Society and we hope they will pursue those opportunities.”
Read our press release
	
Our judicial review secures Legal Aid Agency rethink
We're pleased to have secured a change in the Legal Aid Agency's approach to legal aid costs. Our legal challenge has led the lord chancellor to give solicitors the right to have civil legal aid bills between £2,500 and £25,000 assessed by either the Legal Aid Agency or specialist judges until a full consultation has been conducted.
Read more

	



ARTICLE: New year, new career
Do you want to get a promotion, move up the career ladder or switch roles in 2021? Our newest article discusses how to build your career plan, get organised and stay ahead of the game to achieve your career goals in 2021.

Read the article 

 
Open Consultations
Legal Guidance on Rape and Sexual Offences - closing date 18 January 2021
Link to consultation (Crown Prosecution Service)
Policy lead: Janet.Arkinstall@lawsociety.org.uk 
The revised guidance provides support to CPS prosecutors to make effective 'Code for Prosecutors' compliant decisions in rape and sexual offence cases. It updates the guidance to reflect the changed world around communication by electronic means, and updates content around reasonable lines of enquiry and disclosure which aims to assist prosecutors with striking the appropriate balance between the needs of an investigation and the right to privacy.  The Criminal Law Committee will lead on the response. 

Reforms to the compulsory purchase process - closing date for responses 19 January 2021
Link to consultation (Welsh Government)
Policy Adviser: Victoria.Geroe@lawsociety.org.uk 
This consultation seeks views on proposals to amend:
(a) primary legislation to modernise the compulsory purchase statutory enabling powers and procedures; and
(b) secondary legislation to streamline the compulsory purchase inquiry and written representations procedures.

If you have any questions in relation to any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact us at London&SouthEastTeam@lawsociety.org.uk         

Best wishes,

Bhavni and Beth
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