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		Dear Member,
 
The London & South East Relationship Management team are keen to ensure that key updates and information of relevance are communicated to you, and your local law society, periodically. 
 
Please feel free to share the information below more widely with your committees and your membership.
 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) pages
 
We know members will have questions about the implications of coronavirus (COVID-19) for their clients, their businesses, their professional obligations, their own wellbeing and that of their employees.

In response to questions from our members, our latest advice for firms is listed on our designated Covid-19 page. This information will be updated regularly to reflect the most recent guidance.
As well as updates and advice, we're influencing government, regulators and other stakeholders on behalf of our members.

To stay up to date on the impact on the sector and our latest support, please keep checking our website, subscribe to our Gazette Daily News Update, check the latest coronavirus news from the Gazette, follow us on Twitter, subscribe to our weekly Professional Update email newsletter. Firms should also  sign up to receive government email alerts to ensure they are acting on the latest information. Please also consider following The Law Society on LinkedIn, if you aren't already, as all updates are communicated via that account in real time.
 
HMCTS also offer a daily operational update: Read more and sign up here
 
Please get in touch to share any concerns you have relating to coronavirus and your business and the practice of law. Your feedback is essential in order for us to keep our guidance as up-to-date and relevant as possible. Contact beth.quinn@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
 
The Law Society's position on the use of virtual execution and e-signature during the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic
 
We've brought together a variety of established guidance in relation to virtual execution and the use of e-signatures and updated our practice notes in the context of coronavirus (COVID-19) restrictions.
· Read more
· Read our updated practice note: Execution of documents by virtual means
· Read our updated practice note: Execution of a document using an electronic signature
 
Practical framework for law firms and sole practitioners on return to the office - England only
 
Our summary of the government's guidance on returning to the office for England only (Welsh government guidance applies in Wales) is available here in a practical framework for law firms and sole practitioners on return to the office.
 
Also see our press release here where Law Society President, Simon Davis, urged solicitors' firms to exercise caution amid the diverging messages from the different governments in England and Wales in the latest detailed guidance on working safely during the pandemic.
 
 
SRA Webinar: Covid-19 and other compliance issues
 
How can you better protect yourself against issues related to COVID-19 and other compliance issues? Find out more about what the SRA's regulations mean for you and your business at this difficult time. Get answers to your questions about the practical implications of the SRA's rule.
 
Speakers are Carol Westrop, Head of Legal Policy and Advice, SRA, and Maria Round, Head of Ethics Guidance, SRA.
 
Watch the webinar here
 
 
Updated guidance on furloughing of trainees
 
Following contact from us, the SRA have updated their guidance around furlough of trainees along the lines set out by the Law Society. Please see here for the updated guidance.
 

Summary: Property update from the Law Society's Policy team
 
In March we issued guidance on conveyancing and residential transactions to be read alongside the government's advice on home moving during the outbreak.
 
We subsequently issued cross-industry guidance with bodies including the Society of Licensed Conveyancers, Conveyancing Association, CILEx and Bold Legal Group for conveyancers advising clients on house moves.
 
Alongside this we worked together to produce a draft variation clause allowing people to defer completion dates after contracts have been exchanged. We provided the Gazette with a Q&A.
 
Last week HM Land Registry responded to our and the industry’s concerns by temporarily relaxing the requirements for execution of documents (by accepting the ‘Mercury’ signing approach for deeds) and ID verification- read more on this here.
 
Our focus has now shifted to ensuring the efficient re-opening of the housing market as lockdown eases. We are working with other bodies to produce guidance for safely re-opening the home moving market as well as sector specific guidance for conveyancers.
 
 
Open Consultations
 

Preventing Abuse of R&D Tax Relief for SMEs- second consultation- closing date for responses 24 May 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Advisor: James.Reynolds@LawSociety.org.uk 
 
Research and Development (R&D) tax reliefs, including the small or medium sized enterprise (SME) scheme, support businesses to invest and are a core part of the government’s support for innovation. To prevent abuse of the SME scheme, Budget 2018 announced that the amount of payable tax credit a qualifying loss-making business can receive would be capped at three times the company’s total PAYE and NICs liability for that year.
 
Budget 2020 announced the introduction of the cap would be delayed until 1 April 2021, in order to consult on changes to the design of the measure. The government welcomes responses and input from businesses and their representatives currently claiming or planning to claim the payable tax credit
 
 
Ongoing competence- closing date extended to 6 June 2020
Link to call for evidence
Policy Lead: Chenab.Mangat@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
The Legal Services Board (LSB) is reviewing how legal regulators ensure that the legal professionals they regulate remain competent throughout their careers.
 
This Call for Evidence is the first stage of this work to look at ongoing competence from an evidence-based position to determine whether the current system is sufficient. The LSB is engaging with stakeholders and will review information, then determine next steps. 
 
The call for evidence requests information on the following 4 key areas, identified by their earlier work in this area:
· Defining competence and competence assurance
· Consumer expectations of competence
· Competence assurance in the legal services sector
·  Competence assurance in other sectors
The Education and Training Committee will lead on the response.
 

Revisions to the Attorney General's Guidance on disclosure and the CPIA Code of Practice- closing date extended to 22 July 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead: Janet.Arkinstall@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
The Attorney General's Office is consulting on changes to the guidelines and Code of Practice for disclosure.
 

If you have any questions in relation to any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact us at London&SouthEastTeam@lawsociety.org.uk          
 
Best wishes,
 
Beth, Bhavni and Stuart.
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