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[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Member,
The London & South East Relationship Management team are keen to ensure that key updates and information of relevance are communicated to you, and your local law society, periodically. 
Please feel free to share the information below more widely with your committees and your membership.

Voting in our online membership ballot - all you need to know
On Tuesday 15 December we launched an online membership ballot for members to vote on changes to Council. You will receive an email from Civica, our independent election scrutineers, with instructions on how to participate in the ballot.
The email will come from 'CES', and the email address will be 'takepart@CESvotes.com'. We suggest that you add this email address to your 'safe senders' list - this will reduce the risk of the message going to a spam or junk folder.
In the email, you'll find information about two motions, along with statements supporting and opposing each of them. You will vote through a dedicated Civica website.
The ballot will close on Thursday 7 January and we will share the results with you soon after.
We've been asking members to review and, if necessary, update their email addresses through MySRA or My Law Society to ensure they receive the email about the ballot.
Read more & see our FAQ section


Consultation opens on legal aid fees for engagement with early disclosure
	The Ministry of Justice is consulting until 25 January 2021 on proposals for legal aid fees to be paid for engagement with the prosecution on early disclosure. This follows the Attorney General’s guidelines, which are due to come into force on 31 December. We urge everyone affected to respond to the consultation.
Read our press release
Read more about the consultation



We respond to COVID Operating Hours consultation
We've responded to the Ministry of Justice's (MoJ) proposals to roll out the COVID Operating Hours (COH) pilot. We remain to be convinced that COH have delivered any significant additional capacity and we've suggested other approaches might better meet the objective of clearing the backlog:
· make proper and full use of existing judges and courts, added to by part time judges and court space
· before looking at COH, the MoJ must ensure it is making maximum use of normal court hours, with no restrictions on judges sitting while there are court rooms (real, virtual or Nightingale) available where they could be working
· using unused public buildings – including buildings which have been closed but remain unsold – as Nightingale courts
In our response, we also raise concerns around:
· the potential for discrimination to members with caring responsibilities
· travel issues
· insufficient data to support a further rollout of COH
· the inadequacy of the consultation timeframe
· lack of transparency around the duration of the proposals
 
Read our response
Read the COH proposals (PDF 617 KB)
[image: ]Meet your Law Society Council Members
Each week we will be shining a light on a different Law Society Council Member, and would encourage you to share their details with your membership where relevant. At The Law Society, our Council Members help to set the strategic direction of the organisation and represent your views.
If you live or work in Sussex, you may be interesting in connecting with your Council Member Oliver Maxwell-Jones.  Oliver became Council Member for Inner Sussex in October of this year. He is based in Brighton as an executive partner in a medium-sized Sussex firm and has practiced in commercial property for over 25 years. Oliver is always approachable, and is very keen to hear from his constituents.
You can contact Oliver on LinkedIn or via http://www.sussex-law.co.uk
You can also share our LinkedIn post.

Open Consultations

Reform of online communications offences - closing date 18 December 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Leads - Janet.Arkinstall@lawsociety.org.uk 
Reform of the law is needed to protect victims from harmful online behaviour including abusive messages, cyber-flashing, pile-on harassment, and the malicious sharing of information known to be false. The Law Commission is consulting on proposals to improve the protection afforded to victims by criminal law, while at the same time provide better safeguards for freedom of expression.  The Criminal Law Committee will lead on the response. 

Reform of confiscation of proceeds of crime  - closing date 18 December 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead - Janet.Arkinstall@lawsociety.org.uk 
In 2018 the Law Commission agreed with the Home Office to review the law on confiscation contained within Part 2 of the Proceeds of Crime Act 2002. The primary aims of this review are to improve the process by which confiscation orders are made, to ensure the fairness of the confiscation regime and to optimise the enforcement of confiscation orders.  The Criminal Law Committee will lead on the response.  

Hate crime offences - closing date 24 December 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead - Janet.Arkinstall@lawsociety.org.uk 
The Law Commission is consulting to review the adequacy and parity of protection offered by the law relating to hate crime and to make recommendations for its reform. The proposals will:
· Equalise protection across all of the existing protected characteristics;
· add sex or gender to the protected characteristics;
· establish criteria for deciding whether any additional characteristics should be recognised in hate crime laws;
· reformulate the offences of stirring up hatred to focus on deliberate incitement of hatred, providing greater protection for freedom of speech where no intent to incite hatred can be proven;
· expand the offence of racist chanting at football matches to cover homophobic chanting, and other forms of behaviour.

Queen's Counsel Appointments Process: Consultation - closing date 31 December 2020
This consultation seeks views on a proposed change to the system for dealing with applications for appointment as Queen's Counsel. This change to designed to make it more likely that the Selection Panel will be made aware of unsatisfactory behaviour by applicants in the course of their work as advocates.

Establishing the Town and Country Planning (Strategic Development Plan) (Wales) Regulations 2021 - closing date 4 January 2021
Link to consultation (Welsh Government)
Policy Adviser - Victoria.Geroe@lawsociety.org.uk 
The Welsh Government is conducting a public consultation on the policy approach to establish regulations on the procedure for preparing Strategic Development Plans (SDPs) and associated matters.  The Regulations will be called the Town and Country Planning (Strategic Development Plan) (Wales) Regulations 2021 and will establish the procedure for SDPs to be prepared across Wales by Corporate Joint Committees (CJCs).

Modern slavery offences guideline consultation - closing date 15 January 2021
Link to consultation (Sentencing Council)
Policy lead - Janet.Arkinstall@lawsociety.org.uk 
The Sentencing Council is consulting on a new consultation on its proposed guidelines on sentencing modern slavery offences, the first ever guideline for offences under the Modern Slavery Act 2015. In particular, it seeks views on a guideline for two main offences under the Act: offences contrary to section 1 (slavery, servitude and forced or compulsory labour), and section 2 (human trafficking),  a slavery and trafficking risk order or slavery and trafficking prevention order.
The Criminal Law Committee will lead on our response. 
If you have any questions in relation to any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact us at London&SouthEastTeam@lawsociety.org.uk         
Best wishes,
Bhavni and Beth
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