	[image: ]

Dear Member,
 
The London & South East Relationship Management team are keen to ensure that key updates and information of relevance are communicated to you, and your local law society, periodically. 
 
Please feel free to share the information below more widely with your committees and your membership.
 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) pages
 
We know members will have questions about the implications of coronavirus (COVID-19) for their clients, their businesses, their professional obligations, their own wellbeing and that of their employees.

In response to questions from our members, our latest advice for firms is listed on our designated Covid-19 page. This information will be updated regularly to reflect the most recent guidance.
As well as updates and advice, we're influencing government, regulators and other stakeholders on behalf of our members.

To stay up to date on the impact on the sector and our latest support, please subscribe to our Gazette Daily News Update,  follow us on Twitter, and subscribe to our weekly Professional Update.
 
HMCTS also offer a daily operational update. Read more and sign up here
 
Please get in touch to share any concerns you have relating to coronavirus and your business and the practice of law. Your feedback is essential in order for us to keep our guidance as up-to-date and relevant as possible. Contact beth.quinn@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
 
Number of operational courts revealed in new interactive map
 
Due to the coronavirus pandemic the Ministry of Justice and HM Courts and Tribunals Service announced that the work of the courts and tribunals will be consolidated into fewer buildings for public safety reasons.
 
We have created a heat map to show which court and tribunal buildings are open, staffed and suspended to make it easier for our members to identify which courts are open in their area. You can view this here.
 
This page also includes a list of links and guidance related to the courts which we hope assists members during the coronavirus pandemic.
 
 
Business continuity toolkit
 
We’ve produced a Business Continuity toolkit that law firms and practitioners can consider when looking at how to strengthen their business in these challenging times. It includes:
 
· Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme: Guidance for law firms
· Tips for firms to preserve their cashflow
· An online tool to determine your and your firm’s eligibility for government support measures
· Video from managing partners and senior leaders on how to weather the storm
 
Read more here and easily share our post on LinkedIn
 
 
Inquiry: Coronavirus and the impact on people with protected characteristics
 
As you may be aware, the Women and Equalities Select Committee has launched an inquiry on ‘Coronavirus and the impact on people with protected characteristics’.
 
Although the official deadline has now passed, the survey will remain open for a time in order to collate more responses. Although your response may be too late to inform the Law Society's response to the inquiry, which must be submitted by 30 April 2020, your insights will help the Law Society to better understand how it can support its members at this time.
 
All responses received will be anonymous.
 
You can share your experiences using this short online survey.
 
You can also click here to read more about the Select Committee inquiry and, if you wish, complete the Committee’s online form to respond directly.
 
In House Pro Bono Group: Virtual fitness challenge!
 
The In House Pro Bono Group invites you to a legal community virtual fitness challenge! Which team has what it takes to be the most active: In House vs Private Practice vs. Academia vs. Chambers, Courts & Inns? Join colleagues in your respective category to compete to be the most active group, while raising much-needed funds for charities impacted by COVID-19.  Our challenge will kick-off on 22 April and will run through 22 June.  Join us at any time during this period.
 
The Rules: 

1. Donate!  Make a minimum £10 donation to one of the many outstanding charities impacted by COVID-19.  If your organisation has a charity of choice, donate to them.  If not and you are unsure who to donate to – The Access to Justice Foundation and the London Legal Support Trust have set up an Emergency Advice Appeal  (the first £200,000 will be matched, doubling your donation to support frontline free legal services), Advocate, the Bar’s national charity, matches barristers with members of the public who need free legal help or The Connection at St-Martin-in-the-Fields provides ongoing support to rough sleepers in London during the crisis.

2. Sign up!  Sign up on ChallengeRunner (details on our website here) and choose your team: In House / Private Practice / Academia / Chambers, Courts & Inns.
 
3. Drop us a line! Help us measure the success of our combined efforts by notifying us of your total donations and charity partner(s). If you are responsible for centralising donations within your organisation for this challenge, please notify us below by 22 May as an interim update with total donations to date and charity partner(s) and by 22 June with final numbers. If your organisation is not centralising donations or if you’re not sure, please send us this information when you sign up. We’re on info@inhouseprobono.uk

4. Follow us! Follow us on social media @InHouseProBono. We will use Instagram to post occasional bonus challenges (including in connection with the London Legal Support Trust’s 10,000 Steps Challenge on 8 June) where participants can earn bonus activity minutes.  Tag us in photos / videos of your workout and each week we will feature the top photos / workout ideas.

5. Get active! Starting anytime from 22 April, log your active minutes on ChallengeRunner – whether that’s running on a treadmill, a daily walk outside or working out in your living room. Log your minutes daily for accurate results. Forgot to log a day? No problem – you can log 7 days in arrears.  You can log minutes via the ChallengeRunner website but we recommend downloading the app for ease of use. The team with the highest ‘active minutes’ recorded by 22 June wins bragging rights.
 
6. Encourage others! Share this email with anyone in the legal field – whether that be your peers, your colleagues, your clients or your friends.  The more participants we have, the more fun the challenge and most importantly, the more money we can raise for our charity partners.
 
	The ChallengeRunner leaderboard is updated in real time and you can watch your team results live!  Leaderboards will show results by category as well as by individual (you can customise your name in your Account Profile) so you can see where you stand compared to colleagues across the profession! The more we publicise the challenge within our communities, the more minutes we can log for our teams and the more funds we can raise for our charity partners.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Good luck, let’s keep active together and may the best team win!
 
Podcast: Mental Health and Wellbeing with Annmarie Carvalho
 
In this podcast we discuss how we can all support our mental health and wellbeing during remote working and periods of stress. Annmarie worked as a family lawyer and mediator at Farrer & Co before becoming a therapist. Listen now
 
Guest blog: 3 red flags to watch out for with money laundering
 
In this week's guest blog Amy Bell, compliance consultant, solicitor, & director of Teal Compliance, discusses 3 red flags to watch out for with money laundering - don’t make it easy for criminals during this considerable disruption. Read the blog here
 
Open Consultations
 
Family Procedure Rule Committee Consultation : Legal Bloggers- Private consultation, link not available- closing date for responses 20th April 2020- Policy Advisor Jessica.Mearns@lawsociety.org.uk
 
The Family Procedure Rules Committee is looking to understand the wider views on the attendance of legal bloggers at hearings in family proceedings and is interested in hearing from the wider community.
 
Protecting users of legal services - prioritising payments from the SRA Compensation Fund: Consultation- closing date for responses 21st April 2020- Link to consultation  Policy Advisor Simon.Thomson@lawsociety.org.uk
 
The key issues include:
 
• Litigation costs and application fee support
• Circumstances where a solicitor has failed to have PII cover in place
• Maximum payments from the Fund
• Barristers and experts
• Conduct and behaviour of the applicant
• Contributions to the Fund
 
Revisions to the Attorney General's Guidance on disclosure and the CPIA Code of Practice- 
closing date for responses 22nd April 2020- Link to consultation
 
The Attorney General’s Office is consulting on changes to the guidelines and Code of Practice for disclosure.
 
If you have any questions in relation to any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact us at London&SouthEastTeam@lawsociety.org.uk          
 
Best wishes,
 
Beth, Bhavni and Stuart.
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