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Dear Member,
 
The London & South East Relationship Management team are keen to ensure that key updates and information of relevance are communicated to you, and your local law society, periodically. 
 
Please feel free to share the information below more widely with your committees and your membership.
 
 
Defend the rule of law: help us amend the Internal Market Bill
 
This week we launched a  campaign action making it easier for solicitors and members of the public to voice their concern over potential breaches of international law to their MP.  
 
Please consider signing this action and sharing in your networks – safeguarding the rule of law is an integral part of the Law Society’s work.
 
In addition, see our briefing on the Internal Market Bill, which contains these potential breaches of international law and is currently being debated by Parliament - there is an explainer page on our website which covers why this is important and what else we are doing on the Bill. The briefing was sent to relevant MPs before the Bill was first debated, and we have been raising our issues directly with Ministers.
 
 
REMINDER: The Law Society's Presidents' and Secretaries' Conference, 23 September 2020 -  09:00-12:00
 
This year's Presidents’ and Secretaries’ Conference will be held virtually and will take place on 23 September, 09:00-12:00 via Microsoft Teams. Thank you to those who have already RSVP’d, and there's still time to register for those who haven't!
 
We hope you will be able to join us for a morning of networking, meeting our Office Holders, top tips and support from other local law societies and key resources that you can share with your members
 
The agenda for the morning is as follows:
 
	09:00-09:30
	Welcome and introduction from Law Society President, Simon Davis

	09:30-10:00
	Update on the Return, Restart, Recovery campaign with our Public Affairs team

	10:00-10:30
	D&I discussion covering: the impact of Covid-19 on D&I; how to set up a D&I committee and improve your D&I profile;  how Local Law Societies can get more involved in the social mobility programme

	10:30-11:00
	A quiz with Law Society Vice President, David Greene / comfort break

	11:00-11:45
	Panel session with Local Law Societies – challenges and priorities for the next 6 months

	11:45-12:00
	Closing remarks with the Deputy Vice President, Stephanie Boyce


The morning will be interactive, with members of your Local Law Society being able to join/leave the conference as and when they please. So please do join us with your questions, concerns and ideas and we look forward to seeing you then.
 
Please let me know who from your Local Law Society will be attending by emailing beth.quinn@lawsociety.org.uk and I will send them joining instructions.
 
 
Updated: PII buyers' guide
 
We want to help solicitors to make informed choices when purchasing professional indemnity insurance (PII) and to use the market effectively.
 
Most firms rely on brokers when making what is a complex and costly purchasing decision. A broker should provide tailored advice on the suitability or otherwise for your firm of accepting a quotation from a particular insurer.
 
This guide can help you to:
 
· get the most out of broker services so that brokers provide a level of service that meets your needs
· make an informed choice when considering quotations from insurers
· consider questions to put to your broker
Read in full here
 
 
FREE Webinar: Pressing forward: Resilience and opportunity in 2020, Wednesday 30 September 14:00
 
Join our partner Clio - Cloud-Based Legal Technology on Wednesday 30 September at 14:00 for a 1-hour webinar to find out how UK law firms are being innovative right now, and tips for future-proofing your business. Register here
 
 
FREE: JLD Forum: Helping you to secure a training position, Saturday 3 October 2020 10:15-14:00
 
The Junior Lawyers Division is holding a free half-day virtual skills event to assist LPC students and LPC graduates with their search for a training position.
 
If you are looking for a training position and want to make sure your CV shows you in the best way register here.
 
The event is free to attend, but please note bookings will close 48 hours before the event. Find out more
 
 
The Law Society in-house COVID survey - key findings and actions taken
 
We have produced a summary of the actions we have been and are taking in relation to the key points raised in the in-house COVID-19 survey, carried out this spring. Read more
 
More from our in-house division:
· Podcast: Build confidence and move forward in your in-house career
· Podcast: Why in-house legal teams need to be more than just lawyers
 

Brexit: Preparing for the end of the transition period
 
The UK-EU transition period will end on 31 December 2020.
 
The UK is leaving the single market and the EU lawyers' directives and EU laws will no longer apply to the England and Wales qualified solicitors. This means that there will be significant changes for individual solicitors and firms, whether an agreement is reached on the UK-EU future relationship or not.
 
We recommend that solicitors and firms continue or begin now to prepare for the end of the transition period.
 
All the Law Society's updated guidance, events and webinars are available here
 
 
Law Society Excellence Awards
 
You don't have to have been shortlisted for an award to attend the Law Society's Excellence Awards online ceremonies. Whether you want to get tips for next year's entry or simply celebrate with your peers, our online ceremonies on 13-15 October are free to attend. Register here
 
 
 
Open consultations
 
 
Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government: Changes to the current planning system - closing date 1 October 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead - Victoria.Geroe@LawSociety.org.uk 
 
This consultation sets out proposals for measures to improve the effectiveness of the current planning system. The 4 main proposals are:
 
• changes to the standard method for assessing local housing need
• securing of First Homes through developer contributions in the short term until the transition to a new system
• supporting small and medium-sized builders by temporarily lifting the small sites threshold below which developers do not need to contribute to affordable housing
• extending the current Permission in Principle to major development
 
The Planning and Environmental Law Committee will lead on our response. 
 
 
Office for Tax Simplification: OTS Capital Gains Tax review - closing date 12 October 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead - Nick.Denys@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
This call for evidence explores structural Capital Gains Tax (CGT) issues, challenges commonly affecting individual taxpayers, problems commonly affecting business owners and investors, the administration of CGT, the interaction between CGT and other taxes, and the wider CGT framework
 
The Tax Law Committee will lead on our response. 
 
 
HM Treasury: The scope of qualifying expenditures for R&D Tax Credits - closing date 13 October 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead - James.Reynolds@LawSociety.org.uk 
 
This consultation is about the scope of costs companies can include in R&D tax credit claims and whether they need to be updated. The Tax Law Committee will lead on any response. 
 
 
HMRC: Modernisation of the stamp taxes of shares framework - closing date 13 October 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead - James.Reynolds@LawSociety.org.uk 
 
This call for evidence invites views on the principles and design of a new framework for Stamp Duty and Stamp Duty Reserve Tax, both of which tax transactions in shares and securities to inform a longer term modernisation of the regimes.
 
The Tax Law Committee will lead on our response. 
 
 
HM Treasury: Economic Crime Levy: Funding new government action to tackle money laundering - closing date 13 October 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead - Rob.Cummings@LawSociety.org.uk 
 
Under the Economic Crime Plan, Sustainable Resourcing proposals for economic crime levy are to be levied against the regulated sector.
 
 
Ministry of Justice: Consultation on the proposed response to McCloud - closing date 16 October 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead - Yael.Levy.Ariel@LawSociety.org.uk 
 
In McCloud, the Court of Appeal held that transitional protections provided to older judges as part of the 2015 judicial pension reforms constituted unlawful direct age discrimination.  This consultation proposes addressing the discrimination for all judges in scope of the judgment by running an ‘options exercise’ in 2022. This would allow judges to choose whether to have accrued benefits in JUPRA/FPJPS or NJPS from 1 April 2015 until a reformed pension scheme is introduced in 2022.
 
The Access to Justice Committee will lead on our response, and we are also engaging solicitor judges to scope implications for our members. 
 
 
Ministry of Justice: Consultation on the mandatory retirement age for judicial office holders - closing date 16 October 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead - Yael.Levy.Ariel@LawSociety.org.uk 
 
This consultation sets out proposals to raise the mandatory retirement age (MRA) for judicial office holders from 70 to either 72 or 75. The proposals relate to judges, magistrates, non-legal members and coroners with the exception of judicial offices devolved to Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. The consultation also invites views on a proposal that would allow magistrates’ appointments in England and Wales to be extended beyond the MRA, as is possible for some judges when it is in the public interest.
 
The Access to Justice Committee will lead on our response, and the Equality Diversity and Inclusion Committee may also make some contributions. 
 
 
Ministry of Justice: Consultation on proposals to reform the judicial pension scheme - closing date 16 October 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead - Yael.Levy.Ariel@LawSociety.org.uk 
 
This consultation proposes that all judges be moved into a modernised version of JUPRA from April 2022 in order to deliver on the Government’s commitment to provide a long-term solution to the significant recruitment and retention issues facing the judiciary. The proposed scheme will remain unregistered for tax purposes but will be reformed to bring it into line, so far as possible, with the Hutton principles for public service pensions – for example, by linking benefits to career average earnings.
 
The Access to Justice Committee will lead on our response.
 

If you have any questions in relation to any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact us at London&SouthEastTeam@lawsociety.org.uk          
 
 
Best wishes,
 
Bhavni, Beth and Stuart.
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