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Dear Member,
 
The London & South East Relationship Management team are keen to ensure that key updates and information of relevance are communicated to you, and your local law society, periodically. 
 
Please feel free to share the information below more widely with your committees and your membership.
 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19)
 
This is a rapidly evolving situation and we will be updating our web pages with relevant links to the latest health advice to protect you and your clients. We will also add more specific support and guidance as it is developed on our coronavirus update page.
 
To stay up to date on the impact on the sector and our latest support, please subscribe to our Gazette Daily News Update,  follow us on Twitter, and subscribe to our weekly Professional Update.

If you are planning to visit one of our offices or 113 Chancery Lane, please see the latest information. 
 
We are keen to ensure we are providing our members with support to help navigate the situation in relation to COVID-19, both in relation to your business and the practice of law. If there is anything that you (or colleagues) would like assistance with, please do not hesitate in contacting me- beth.quinn@lawsociety.org.uk   


COVID-19 and conveyancing transactions
 
We've had many questions from our members about the possible impacts of COVID-19 on conveyancing transactions.
 
Issues raised have included potential:
· requests for properties being decontaminated
· refusal to vacate on completion because seller in isolation
· failure or disruption to parts of the banking system (such as CHAPS)
· inability to obtain search results if people are not available to carry out the searches
· reluctance on the part of removal company employees to enter properties
· difficulties in obtaining witnesses
· issues in mortgage lending surveys physical valuations
 
What everyone wants to understand (and ideally control) is who bears the risk in various situations. Read more
 
 
Courts during the Coronavirus pandemic
 
For your information, the Lord Chancellor Robert Buckland has put out a statement on the running of the courts during the coronavirus pandemic.
 
In the statement, he refers to the steps that are being taken to enable as many hearings as possible to be conducted with some or all of the participants attending by telephone, video-link or online.
 
Subsequent to the statement, HMCTS has just published new guidance on how we will use telephone and video technology to support the justice system during the coronavirus outbreak.
 
The HMCTS coronavirus GOV.UK guidance page continues to be updated as regularly and quickly as possible and should remain the first port of call for court and tribunals information in regard to the pandemic please.
 
 
Jury trials
 
The Lord Chief Justice announced that jury trials that last three days or less will continue to be listed in England and Wales, in light of the coronavirus outbreak.
 
All cases estimated to last longer than three days listed to start before the end of April 2020 will be adjourned. These cases will be kept under review and the position regarding short trials will be revisited as circumstances develop and in any event next week.
 
Their social media accounts are also carrying content about this and the outbreak more generally:  @hmctsgovuk @judiciaryuk
 
 
Contacting the court
 
		The Civil Division of the Court of Appeal has made some temporary changes from Wednesday 18 March 2020 until further notice.
 
The following counter will temporarily close and a ‘drop-box’ service will be continued in the same location:
 
· E307 Civil Appeals Registry
 
You can still contact us by email using the dedicated email addresses below:
 
· civilappeals.registry@justice.gov.uk  (New cases)
 
· civilappeals.cmsa@justice.gov.uk  (High Court and Employment Appeals)
 
· civilappeals.cmsb@justice.gov.uk  (County Court and Family Court Appeals)
 
· civilappeals.cmsc@justice.gov.uk  (Immigration and Asylum Appeals, Public Law Cases and Judicial Reviews)  
 
· civilappeals.listing@justice.gov.uk (Listing and Hearings)


 

		Law Society committee vacancies





 
Do you want to make a difference?
 
We are looking for exceptional solicitors to join the Law Society's policy and regulatory committees to share their legal practice expertise.
 
You will join a talented team that contributes to decisions about legal policy affecting our profession.
 
Why should you become a committee member?

Get involved with issues as they develop, gain great policy-making experience and act as a voice for the profession in England and Wales.
 
Appointments are for three years, with potential for this to extend.
 
For more information please visit our website
 
 
 
Consultation summary
 
Criminal Legal Aid Review: An accelerated package of measures amending the criminal legal aid fee schemes- closing date for responses 27th March 2020- Link to consultation
 
These proposals are part of the wider 'Criminal Legal Aid Review' (CLAR) which the Ministry of Justice (‘MoJ’) has brought forward for early implementation. They include:
· payments for consideration of unused material;
· payments for cracked trials; and
· 'Sendings'
The Law Society has been publicly critical of the proposals as not going far enough even to provide interim relief to our members doing criminal legal aid. We’ve published a  briefing for members here. 
 
 
Consultation on amending composition statements- Closing date for responses 31st March 2020- Link to consultation
 
The Senior President of Tribunals has issued a consultation to obtain views on amending the composition statements for the General Regulatory Chamber, Social Entitlement Chamber, Property Chamber and Health, Education and Social Care Chamber of the First-tier Tribunal.
 
 
NICE Quality Standard on Decision Making and Mental Capacity- closing date for responses 31st March 2020- Link to response
Policy Advisor Leanne.Maskell@lawsociety.org.uk  
 
This quality standard covers decision making for people aged 16 and over, using health and social care services who may lack capacity to make their own decisions (now or in the future).
 
 
First Homes- closing date for responses 3rd April 2020- Link to consultation
 
This consultation seeks views on First Homes for local people, considering both the design of this policy and options for its implementation. It covers the following areas:
 
• what First Homes are and who should be eligible for them
• how the scheme should work in practice
• how to deliver more of these homes through developer contributions
• the requirement for delivering these homes through planning or legislation
 
 
Consultation on Mental Health Tribunal reforms- closing date for responses 7th April 2020- Link to consultation
 
The Tribunal Procedure Committee (TPC) is inviting views on a proposal to change the way that the First-tier Tribunal lists hearings in relation to applications by patients detained under section 2 of the Mental Health Act 1983 (MHA), dealt with in the Health, Education and Social Care Chamber (HESC).
 
 
 If you have any questions in relation to any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact us at London&SouthEastTeam@lawsociety.org.uk       
 
Best wishes,
 
Beth, Bhavni and Stuart.
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