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		Dear Member,
 
The London & South East Relationship Management team are keen to ensure that key updates and information of relevance are communicated to you, and your local law society, periodically. 
 
Please feel free to share the information below more widely with your committees and your membership.
 

House of Commons approves direct challenge to rule of law
 
The Internal Market Bill gives the government unprecedented scope to destabilise the rule of law, the Law Society of England and Wales said as the legislation passed its third reading in the House of Commons and moves on to the Lords.

Read our Press Release in full  
Read the Law Society and Bar Council joint briefing on the Internal Market Bill 
 
 
New guidance from the Ministry of Justice: changes to legal practice from 1 January 2021
 
The Ministry of Justice has published guidance for legal professionals and guidance for members of the public impacted by the end of the transition period this year. The guidance covers changes to practice rights for EU lawyers in the UK and UK lawyers in the EU, and provides information for EU practitioners who own legal services businesses in the UK. It also sets out changes to cross-border civil and commercial law, and family cases involving the EU, with specific guidance for families involved in divorce, maintenance and parental responsibility cases.
 
 
Keeping members safe in court and prepared for potential lockdowns
 
With COVID-19 infections continuing to increase across England and Wales, keeping our members safe remains one of our key priorities. In areas where there are local lockdowns, courts and tribunals continue to function as normal and we ask members to continue observing social distancing rules.
 
We also continue to have concerns that allowing lawyers to break quarantine to attend hearings will increase the risk of COVID-19 transmission and pose a significant danger to court users, including the most vulnerable. We’d like to thank all who contributed to this issue, which we put to government on your behalf. We’ve had confirmation from government that they expect everyone who uses and/or works in the courts and tribunals to observe quarantine unless explicitly required to attend court.
 
Read more
 
 
Career experiences of BAME lawyers survey
 
Throughout 2020 we've been working with our Ethnic Minority Lawyers Division on a programme of research into the career experiences of black, Asian and ethnic minority lawyers.
 
Following several roundtables held earlier this year, we've now launched a sector wide survey to further capture your views and experiences. Please take 5 mins to complete the survey by Fri 23 October and get involved in this important project. 
 
Read more here and complete the survey
 
 
Law under lockdown: the impact covid-19 measures have on access to justice and vulnerable people
 
In our new Law under lockdown report, we make practical recommendations for addressing the immediate and long-term impacts of the Covid-19 measures on vulnerable groups and the rule of law. We highlight what steps need to be taken so that future responses to emergency situations are better designed to ensure that those who need it most are protected and able to access justice. We identified three priority areas for action:
 
- adapting or removing measures to reflect the current situation
- protecting access to justice and legal advice for those most at risk
- improving information, data collection and evaluation
 
Read more
 
 
World Mental Health Day, Saturday 10 October
 
For World Mental Health Day Saturday 10 October we want to celebrate individuals & organisations who have invested in, and prioritised, #MentalHealth during the current pandemic. Share your story & experiences by emailing us on diversityteam@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
 
FREE SEMINAR: Capital Allowance: an unnecessary box ticking exercise or a pot of gold? 4 November 2020, 10:00-11:00
 
Do you want to learn how to get the most value from capital allowances? Our partner Catax are holding a free live Q&A panel discussion on 4 November 2020. Join industry experts as they help property solicitors understand this specialist tax relief legislation. Learn about how capital allowances can be transformed from a simple tick box exercise into an added value service. Register here
 
 
FREE WEBINAR: Meeting business needs: The role of technology for the future of professional services, 7 October 10:30-11:30
 
Sign-up for UK India Business Council's webinar in partnership with the Law Society International and ICAEW on Wednesday, 7 October 2020. Key expert panel Chris Heyes ACMA,CGMA Peter Wright Kirstin Gillon will discuss how technology is changing the roles and focus of the professional services sector in the current times. Register here
 
 
#SolicitorSpirit
 
Our campaign to highlight the great work the profession has been doing for clients and the community during the pandemic is continuing. You can read more here.
 
You can see members contributing to this campaign by searching for the hashtag #solicitorspirit on Twitter or click this link here
 
Please keep encouraging your members and constituents to share their stories on Twitter using the hashtag #solicitorspirit and copying us in (@TheLawSociety).
 
If members have videos or stories they want to share but do not use social media please ask them to send the story and any pictures/videos to corporatecommunications@lawsociety.org.uk
 
 
Supporting free legal advice services with the London Legal Walk 10xChallenge

Every year, the legal community takes part in the London Legal Walk to fundraise for frontline free legal advice agencies. This annual walk sees over 15,000 participants don their trainers in support of access to justice.

In 2020, the need for free legal advice is greater than ever. Frontline free legal advice agencies have faced many years of funding cuts, leaving many operating on shoestring budgets. The coronavirus pandemic and lockdown have meant these agencies are facing a huge increase in demand, without the resources to meet it.

The virtual London Legal Walk 10xChallenge will take place on Monday 5 October 2020.

Participants can join in wherever they are by completing an activity of their choice based around the numbers 10, 100, 1000, etc. Take on 10k by walking, cycling, or swimming. Or, take on another challenge to a multiple of 10, whether that’s baking 10 cakes, 100 minutes of your favourite exercise class, or 1,000 star jumps. Being creative and thinking outside the box is encouraged when deciding your 10xChallenge!

For more information on the London Legal Walk 10xChallenge and to register, visit
tinyURL.com/LLSTLLW20.
 

LawCare
 
LawCare offers a free, confidential emotional support service to all legal professionals, their support staff and families in the UK and Ireland. We’re here to listen, with helpline calls, emails and webchats answered in confidence by trained staff and volunteers who have first-hand experience of working in the law. We also have a network of peer supporters.
 
If you need to talk call our free, independent and confidential helpline on 0800 279 6888, email support@lawcare.org.uk or visit www.lawcare.org.uk to access webchat and a range of information, resources and factsheets.
 
 
 
Open Consultations
 
 
Office for Tax Simplification: OTS Capital Gains Tax review - closing date 12 October 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead - Nick.Denys@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
This call for evidence explores structural Capital Gains Tax (CGT) issues, challenges commonly affecting individual taxpayers, problems commonly affecting business owners and investors, the administration of CGT, the interaction between CGT and other taxes, and the wider CGT framework
 
The Tax Law Committee will lead on our response. 
 
 
HM Treasury: The scope of qualifying expenditures for R&D Tax Credits - closing date 13 October 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead - James.Reynolds@LawSociety.org.uk 
 
This consultation is about the scope of costs companies can include in R&D tax credit claims and whether they need to be updated. The Tax Law Committee will lead on any response. 
 
 
HMRC: Modernisation of the stamp taxes of shares framework - closing date 13 October 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead - James.Reynolds@LawSociety.org.uk 
 
This call for evidence invites views on the principles and design of a new framework for Stamp Duty and Stamp Duty Reserve Tax, both of which tax transactions in shares and securities to inform a longer term modernisation of the regimes. The Tax Law Committee will lead on our response. 
 
 
HM Treasury: Economic Crime Levy: Funding new government action to tackle money laundering - closing date 13 October 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead - Rob.Cummings@LawSociety.org.uk 
 
Under the Economic Crime Plan, Sustainable Resourcing proposals for economic crime levy are to be levied against the regulated sector.
 
 
Ministry of Justice: Consultation on the proposed response to McCloud - closing date 16 October 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead - Yael.Levy.Ariel@LawSociety.org.uk 
 
In McCloud, the Court of Appeal held that transitional protections provided to older judges as part of the 2015 judicial pension reforms constituted unlawful direct age discrimination.  This consultation proposes addressing the discrimination for all judges in scope of the judgment by running an ‘options exercise’ in 2022. This would allow judges to choose whether to have accrued benefits in JUPRA/FPJPS or NJPS from 1 April 2015 until a reformed pension scheme is introduced in 2022.
 
The Access to Justice Committee will lead on our response, and we are also engaging solicitor judges to scope implications for our members. 
 
 
Ministry of Justice: Consultation on the mandatory retirement age for judicial office holders - closing date 16 October 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead - Yael.Levy.Ariel@LawSociety.org.uk 
 
This consultation sets out proposals to raise the mandatory retirement age (MRA) for judicial office holders from 70 to either 72 or 75. The proposals relate to judges, magistrates, non-legal members and coroners with the exception of judicial offices devolved to Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. The consultation also invites views on a proposal that would allow magistrates’ appointments in England and Wales to be extended beyond the MRA, as is possible for some judges when it is in the public interest.
 
The Access to Justice Committee will lead on our response, and the Equality Diversity and Inclusion Committee may also make some contributions. 
 
 
Ministry of Justice: Consultation on proposals to reform the judicial pension scheme - closing date 16 October 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead - Yael.Levy.Ariel@LawSociety.org.uk 
 
This consultation proposes that all judges be moved into a modernised version of JUPRA from April 2022 in order to deliver on the Government’s commitment to provide a long-term solution to the significant recruitment and retention issues facing the judiciary. The proposed scheme will remain unregistered for tax purposes but will be reformed to bring it into line, so far as possible, with the Hutton principles for public service pensions – for example, by linking benefits to career average earnings.
 
The Access to Justice Committee will lead on our response.
 
 
 
If you have any questions in relation to any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact us at London&SouthEastTeam@lawsociety.org.uk          
 
Best wishes,
 
Bhavni, Beth and Stuart.
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