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Dear Member,
 
The London & South East Relationship Management team are keen to ensure that key updates and information of relevance are communicated to you, and your local law society, periodically. 
 
Please feel free to share the information below more widely with your committees and your membership.
 
 
Nightingale Courts - interactive map
 
On 19 July 2020, government announced that it would be opening ‘Nightingale Courts’ as part of its court recovery plan to address the impact of coronavirus (Covid-19) on the justice system.
 
We’ve created an interactive map which shows the location of open, and proposed, Nightingale Courts as well as the type of work being heard in these venues. The map will be updated as and when new sites are announced.
 
You can view the map and other relevant resources here  and read our full press release.
 
 
Take action to call for further funding for our justice system
 
With the comprehensive spending review now underway, the Law Society is calling for members and supporters to write to the Chancellor of the Exchequer today to urge him to ensure that our justice system and legal services sector is equipped with the funding it needs to face the challenges of the future.
 
The comprehensive spending review sets out departmental spending for the years ahead, and is the biggest opportunity to influence government spending priorities for the next few years.
 
This spending review is a once in a generation opportunity for our justice system, which contributes significantly to our economy, underpins our society and in turn facilitates growth across other parts of our economy. It is vital that the Chancellor hears your voice.
 
You can write to the Chancellor of the Exchequer using our quick and easy tool which takes just two minutes to complete: https://lawsociety.e-activist.com/page/64122/action/1
 
 
Suggested tweets
 
With the comprehensive spending review underway, use @TheLawSociety tool to write to Rishi to urge him to ensure that our justice system and legal services sector is equipped with the funding it needs to face the challenges of the future
https://lawsociety.e-activist.com/page/64122/action/1
 
This spending review is a once in a generation opportunity for our justice system. Take action by using @TheLawSociety new tool to and write to Rishi to call for our sector to get the funding needed to face the challenges of the future https://lawsociety.e-activist.com/page/64122/action/1
 
 
FREE: Preparing for judicial application and selection days: a webinar in partnership with the JAC, 15 September 14:00
 
The Solicitor Judges Division is inviting you to a webinar on preparation for judicial
applications and selection days, in partnership with the Judicial Appointments Commission.
 
This webinar will present the application process for judicial roles and the competency framework for assessment of applications and interviews. Delegates will be given an insight into the JAC process with advice from JAC representatives on completing applications and preparing for selection days and interviews in line with the competency framework.
 
This is aimed at solicitors with +5 years PQE. Details on how to register, and more information, can be found here.

 
Making the profession disability inclusive
 
Join us and our Lawyers with Disabilities Division for a series of virtual roundtables discussing "easy wins" for disability inclusion within organisations and local Law Societies. We’ll also be joined by the Legally Disabled team to give a constructive overview of their research into the career experiences of disabled people within the legal sector.
 
Get in touch to book
 
 
FREE: The Law Society Technology Conference 2020 - online across 2 days, 22-23 September
 
Please join us on the 22nd and 23rd September for our virtual conference exploring how technology can empower lawyers through change and unlock the opportunities that come with it. Over six sessions, we will bring together speakers from across the legal eco-system sharing ideas and insights on how technology can help you:
· Build business resilience;
· Increase operational agility; and 
· Move forward at pace without compromising efficiency, professional standards, or well-being.
 This event is aimed at the following:
· senior and managing partners
· in-house practitioners 
· practice managers
· risk and compliance managers, 
· specialists in data protection and cyber security
· COLPs, COFAs and those with compliance responsibilities. 
· specialists in innovation, legal operations and technology 

For the full programme, and to register, please visit our webpage
 
 
Recording available: Q&A event with HMCTS
 
We have uploaded a recording of our Q&A event with HMCTS which focused on the impact of COVID-19, the work that has been undertaken within the court service and the work that still needs to be addressed as part of the court recovery plan. You can view the recording here.
 
The link also allows you to download a copy of the Q&As. We will be updating this document once we are in receipt of the responses to the questions that couldn’t be answered during the event.
 
We will be arranging further Q&A events with HMCTS and if there are particular topics you would like covered, please send these to hmctscourtreform@lawsociety.org.uk  
 
 
Financial Benchmarking Survey
 
The Law Society's Futures and Insights team has been working with our Law Management Section on the annual Financial Benchmarking Survey (FBS). The FBS provides firms with:
· detailed benchmarking data on fee income, employment costs, comparing against last financial year, by firm size (turnover),
· information about working capital (debtor days, equity partner funding, bank and other borrowings),
· the characteristics of a profitable law firm,
· insight into financial stability, and
· advice on how to use benchmarking information to improve performance.
Each participating firm receives a bespoke benchmarking report which enables comparisons to firms of a similar size. These are provided by Hazlewoods, a Law Society partner.
 
For more information and to download the survey, please visit our webpage.
 
The survey closes on Wednesday 30 September.
 
 
Departure from retained EU case law by UK courts and tribunals - Law Society response
 
We've responded to the Ministry of Justice's consultation on:
· Which courts and tribunals should be able to depart from retained EU case law
· The extent to which they may do so
· The rest they must apply
· Considerations which 'are to be relevant' to the court or tribunal in coming to such decisions
Read more here
 
 
Government consults on data on land controls
 
MHCLG has published a call for evidence on its proposals to improve the transparency of contractual mechanisms, such as land options, used to exercise control over land. It seeks views on proposals to require additional data from the beneficiaries of certain types of interests in land – rights of pre-emption, options and estate contracts. See the call for evidence here.
 
HM Land Registry (HMLR) says it is committed to registering all publicly owned land by 2025 and says it aims to achieve comprehensive registration by 2030. However, it finds data on the control of land limited. This call for evidence sets out proposals to increase transparency of contractual arrangements used to exercise control over the buying or selling of land.
 
The government’s aim is to improve the ability of local communities to play an informed role in the development of their neighbourhoods and support the government’s efforts to encourage more companies to enter the house building market. This feeds into the new Planning for the future white paper which seeks to make the planning system more democratic, dynamic and open. Government considers better data on land ownership and control essential to achieve its vision, improve the development process and increase the public’s understanding of who exercises control over land.
 
The proposed increases in the transparency of contractual arrangements used to control the buying or selling of land may concern some beneficiaries of such arrangements.
 
This consultation closes on 30 October and we encourage those with an interest in this matter to respond directly or send your comments to Property@LawSociety.org.uk by 24 August so that they can be considered for the Law Society’s response.
 
 
 
Open Consultations
 
 
SRA Consultation: SRA Business Plan and Budget 2020-2021 - closing date 26 August 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead: Marzena.Lipman@lawsociety.org.uk  
 
This consultation takes place, in part, alongside the Law Society Group consultation on the level of the practising certificate fees for 2020/21, which runs until 10 July 2020. The SRA has therefore encouraged responses on the budget component of the business plan prior to 10 July.  

As part of this consultation, the SRA is also be asking for views its proposed principles for managing its Compensation Fund, which is a key part of consumer protection and supports public confidence in solicitor firms and the reputation of the profession. Every year the SRA Board decides on the level of the profession's contributions to the fund, based on information about trends, past and prospective claims and interventions.
 
Notification of uncertain tax treatment by large businesses - closing date 27 August 2020
Link to Consultation
Policy Lead: James.Reynolds@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
From April 2021 large businesses will be required to notify HMRC when they take a tax position which HMRC is likely to challenge. This policy will draw on international accounting standards which many large businesses already follow. This consultation seeks views on the method and detail of the notification and particular areas of uncertain tax treatment.
 
Call for evidence: raising standards in the market for tax abuse - closing date 28 August 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead: James.Reynolds@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
The government has published a call for evidence on raising standards in the market for tax advice. HMRC is seeking evidence about providers of tax advice, current standards upheld by tax advisers, and the effectiveness of the government’s efforts to support those standards, in order to give taxpayers more assurance that the advice they are receiving is reliable.
 
Consultation on Corporate Tax Rules that apply to Hybrid Mismatch Arrangements- closing date 29 August 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead: James.Reynolds@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
The government is consulting on arrangements that exploit the differences in tax treatments between the two jurisdictions. This consultation seeks to ensure that the hybrid mismatch rules work proportionately and as intended.
 
 
If you have any questions in relation to any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact us at London&SouthEastTeam@lawsociety.org.uk          
 
 
Best wishes,
 
Bhavni, Beth and Stuart.
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