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		Dear Member,
The London & South East Relationship Management team are keen to ensure that key updates and information of relevance are communicated to you, and your local law society, periodically. 
Please feel free to share the information below more widely with your committees and your membership.

Courts: Please share with us recent examples of safety concerns
We continue to take steps to address members’ concerns about what is happening in the courts.
Please could you send any recent examples of safety concerns, including the name of the courts and the specific issues, to hmctscourtreform@lawsociety.org.uk by COP on Monday 25 January.

Legal Sector Affinity Group (LSAG): Anti-money laundering guidance update

The Legal Sector Affinity Group has updated its anti-money laundering (AML) guidance for the legal sector. We outline the key changes here and our full guidance can be found here.

Check if your firm needs to register as doing tax advice work
Law firms had until 10 January 2021 to check if any tax advice work they carry out falls under a new and wider definition for anti-money laundering purposes.
The Fifth Anti-Money Laundering Directive brought in amended regulations, with the definition of 'tax adviser' widened to include more activities than before.
Any firm that finds it is now in the scope of regulations should have applied to the Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA) or another AML supervisor, such as HM Revenue and Customs, to be supervised for money laundering before 10 January.
If your firm has not done so, you can still apply now- read more

Fighting for justice: Day of the Endangered Lawyer 2021
Lawyers around the globe face harassment, prosecution, imprisonment, violence and even murder for representing their clients and upholding the rule of law, the Law Society of England and Wales said ahead of the Day of the Endangered Lawyer, which falls on 24 January.
 
Law Society president David Greene said: “We honour the courage and commitment of lawyers around the world who continue to do their job and fight for justice – despite the considerable risk to themselves and those around them.
 
“The rule of law is essential to preserve democratic values, fundamental freedoms and good governance and having an independent legal profession underpins political, social, and economic stability.
 
“Lawyers must be allowed to carry out their professional duties without interference and should never be identified with their clients or clients' causes.
 
“The Law Society stands in solidarity with legal professionals around the world. We will continue to work to support them and to ensure the survival of strong, vibrant justice systems of which they are an essential part everywhere.”
Find out more about our Lawyers at Risk programme
FREE LECTURE: Sir Geoffrey Vos QC on civil justice and LawTech, Thursday 28 January 09:30-10:30
Hear directly from the newly appointed Master of the Rolls about his plans for the civil justice system, his thoughts on LawTech and its implications for the profession. This event will take place shortly after his inauguration and will be an early opportunity to hear from Sir Geoffrey on these topics.
Read more and book your place
 
2021 Graham Turnbull essay competition - closing date 31 March 2021
Calling all law students, trainee solicitors, pupil barristers and junior lawyers, our 2021 Graham Turnbull Human Rights essay competition is open with a £500 cash prize. This year's topic encourages law students and junior lawyers to examine current pressing human rights issues and to consider their impact on the wider system of human rights and law.
Essay question: “What improvements, if any, should be made to the Human Rights Act 1998? Why are they needed?”
The competition is named after English solicitor Graham Turnbull, who did much to promote respect for human rights. Graham was killed in February 1997, aged 37, while working as a human rights monitor on the United Nations Human Rights Mission in Rwanda.
Find out how to enter

Competition Section webinar: Maintaining a Level Playing Field post Brexit - what you need to know about subsidy control and other obligations, Tuesday 9 February 17:00-18:00
In this  webinar our speakers Thomas Sebastian (Barrister, Monckton Chambers) and Isabel Taylor (Partner, Slaughter and May) will explore the "level playing field" and subsidy control aspects of the UK/ EU Trade and Cooperation Agreement. Inclusive for Competition Section members / £45+ PC holders.
Find out more and book your place

If you have any questions in relation to any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact us at London&SouthEastTeam@lawsociety.org.uk         

Best wishes,

Bhavni and Beth
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