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Dear Member,
 
The London & South East Relationship Management team are keen to ensure that key updates and information of relevance are communicated to you, and your local law society, periodically. 
 
Please feel free to share the information below more widely with your committees and your membership.
 
 
Our Diversity and Inclusion Divisions: the LGBT+ Lawyers Division
 
The Law Society is committed to promoting inclusion in the legal profession, reflecting the diversity of our society. Each week we shall shine a light on a  different Law Society Division, and would encourage you to share them with your constituents, and members.
 
The LGBT+ Lawyers Division is the community for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT+) lawyers and their allies.
 
They provide an opportunity for LGBT+ solicitors to have their voice hears. Members of the division work in private practice, and in-house within corporate, public sector and not-for-profit organisations.
 
· Read more
· Find out more about the LGBT+ Lawyers Division Committee
· Join the LGBT+ Lawyers Division LinkedIn group
 
Lawtech, ethics and the rule of law: discussion paper - views needed
 
In the face of the disruption caused by Covid-19, law firms and solicitors have turned to technology to help them maintain business continuity, recover and ultimately thrive.
 
Earlier this year, we conducted a series of 30 interview with law firms, sole practitioners and alternative business structures to understand how lawtech solutions are designed, developed, used and/or procured and the ethical considerations that come into play throughout this process.
 
All participants agreed that the design, development, procurement and use of lawtech raise ethical questions or concerns; and agreed on the need for a common language and approach to lawtech and ethics.
 
We're seeking views of solicitors, law firms, lawtech companies and any other stakeholders that are part of, or affected by, the lawtech sector. Responses to the paper are requested by 17 November 2020, and can be emailed to parliamentary@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
An expert group will examine the findings and a report with recommendations will be published shortly afterwards.
 
· Lawtech, ethics and the rule of law: discussion paper
· Annex 1: Summary of lawtech and ethics literature
· Annex 2: The Law Society's research on lawtech and ethics
Read more
 

Free Seminar: Fiona Woolf Lecture 2020
 
Our Fiona Woolf lecture will be held virtually this year, and shall take place on 19 November, 18:00-19:30. The theme shall be Black Lives Matter, and our speakers include:
· Stephanie Boyce - Vice president, the Law Society
· Ariel White Tsimikalis - Partner, Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP
· Dr Shola Mos-Shogbamimu - New York Attorney and Solicitor of England & Wales with broad expertise in the financial services industry, writer, public speaker and political commentator
· Sharon Blackman - Managing Director & GC, Citi bank
· Dame Fiona Woolf DBE
Read more and register to attend here
 
 
Free Seminar- Capital Allowance: a box ticking exercise or a pot of gold?
 
Do you want to learn how to get the most value from capital allowances?
 
Our partner Catax are holding a free live Q&A panel discussion on 4 November 2020. Join industry experts as they help property solicitors understand this specialist tax relief legislation.
 
Learn about how capital allowances can be transformed from a simple tick box exercise into an added value service. Read more and register here
 
 
How to Start a Law Firm - the Virtual Book Launch
 
Establishing and managing a successful law firm demands a unique skillset—one that Rachel Roche and Darren Sylvester explore in their new book, How to Start a Law Firm published by the Law Society of England and Wales.
 
Join the official celebration and launch of How to Start a Law Firm, on Wednesday 28 October at 11:00. The discussion shall be hosted and moderated by Vice President of the Law Society, I. Stephanie Boyce.
 
During this virtual book launch, you’ll get a chance to:
· Hear why Rachel and Darren decided to co-author this book
· Ask questions and get tips from two established and award-winning solicitors and law firm owners
· Win exclusive prizes and get a book discount
Read more and register here
 
 
Open Consultations
 
Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government: Planning for the future - closing date 29 October 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead - Victoria.Geroe@LawSociety.org.uk 
 
This White Paper proposes reforms of the planning system to streamline and modernise the planning process, bring a new focus to design and sustainability, improve the system of developer contributions to infrastructure, and ensure more land is available for development where it is needed.
 
The Planning and Environmental Law Committee will lead on our response.
 
 
Crown Prosecution Service: Guideline on Pre-trial Therapy - closing date 30 October 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead - Janet.Arkinstall@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
This guideline concerns the provision of pre-trial therapy for complainants in the period before the trial has taken place. It raises issues as to the effect of such therapy on the trial and disclosure.  It replaces and combines earlier guidance the “Provision of Therapy for Child Witnesses Prior to a Criminal Trial” and the “Provision of Therapy for Vulnerable or Intimidated Adult Witnesses prior to a Criminal Trial”. 
 
The Criminal Law Committee will lead on our response. 
 
Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government: Transparency and competition - a call for evidence on data on land control - closing date 30 October 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Leads - Diane.Latter@lawsociety.org.uk & Victoria.Geroe@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
This paper seeks views on proposals to require additional data from the beneficiaries of certain types of interests in land – rights of pre-emption, options and estate contracts. it covers:

1. Land ownership and control
2. Contractual controls and market failure
3. Contractual controls in the development context
4. Protecting interests
5. Proposals for reform
 
The Conveyancing and Land Law Committee will lead on our response. 
 
 
If you have any questions in relation to any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact us at London&SouthEastTeam@lawsociety.org.uk          
 
 
Best wishes,
 
Bhavni, Beth and Stuart.
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