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[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Member,
 
The London & South East Relationship Management team are keen to ensure that key updates and information of relevance are communicated to you, and your local law society, periodically. 
 
Please feel free to share the information below more widely with your committees and your membership.
 
 
Call for information: Local Guidance: Changes to the First Hearing Dispute Resolution Appointments - Family Courts 

The attached local guidance was submitted by a member of the Law Society's Family Committee, and sets out the changes being made to the First Hearing Dispute Resolution Appointments in the family courts in the Merseyside and Cheshire areas whilst the courts try to cope with the backlog of cases following the coronavirus lockdown.

It is believed that there are likely to be similar documents produced by other Designated Family Judges across the country. If your Local Law Society has been consulted on similar documents, please do let us know. We are keen to pull these together across the country as a source of information for practitioners. 


Economic Crime Levy - consultation is now open
 
At Budget 2020 the government announced its intention to introduce an economic crime levy. This consultation invites views on the design principles of the levy, and how this levy could operate in practice, to ensure that it is proportionate and effective.
 
The consultation has 36 questions and broadly covers:
· what the levy will pay for;
· which businesses should be paying the levy;
· how levy liability will be calculated;
· how the levy will be collected and enforced;
· how we can ensure there is transparency over levy spend; and
· a call for evidence on funding the response to fraud.
 
The consultation is due to run until 13 October 2020. The government have also reconfirmed their intention for the levy to commence from FY2022/23 onwards.

www.gov.uk/government/collections/economic-crime
 
 
Ten 'Nightingale Courts' announced
 
I’m writing to alert you to last week's Government announcement on the unveiling of ten ‘Nightingale Courts’ located across England and Wales.
 
They will hear civil, family and tribunals work as well as non-custodial crime cases, freeing up room in existing courts to hear other cases, including custodial jury trials, which require cells and secure dock facilities.
 
The confirmed sites are:
· Former county court at Telford, Shropshire
· Hertfordshire Development Centre, Stevenage
· Swansea Council Chambers, Swansea
· Cloth Hall Court, Leeds
· Middlesbrough Town Hall, Teesside
· East Pallant House, Chichester
· 102 Petty France, London
· Prospero House, London
· Former magistrates’ court at Fleetwood, Lancashire
· Knights’ Chamber and Visitor Centre, Bishop’s Palace, Peterborough Cathedral
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/10-nightingale-courts-unveiled
 
 
Access to Justice Foundation: Go the Extra Mile for Justice
 
The Access to Justice Foundation hopes you will join in with their new fun virtual fundraising campaign Go the Extra Mile for Justice and help them raise £200,000 for legal advice centres across the UK by the end of 2020.
 
For more information, or to sign up, visit the Go the Extra Mile for Justice event page. 
 
 
Free three-part webinar series: English Law Day in Ukraine (28 July, 4 August, 11 August)
 
Join our complimentary three-part webinar series: English Law Day in the Ukraine on 28 July, 4 August and 11 August together with the British Ukrainian Lawyers Association and the Ukrainian Arbitration Association.
 
We will be joined by industry experts to discuss developments in English law and promote legal links and business between both countries. For further information and to book your place please visit our website
 
https://communities.lawsociety.org.uk/cis/english-law-day-ukraine-2020-webinar-series/6000791.article
 
 

Consultation summary

Tax Treatment of Asset Holding Companies in Alternative Funding Structures- closing date 19 August 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead: James.Reynolds@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
This consultation seeks views on whether changes to the tax treatment of companies used by funds to hold assets could make the UK a more attractive location for these companies. It also considers the VAT treatment of fund management fees and other aspects of the UK’s funds regime.
 
 
SRA Consultation: SRA Business Plan and Budget 2020-2021 - closing date 26 August 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead: Marzena.Lipman@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
This consultation takes place, in part, alongside the Law Society Group consultation on the level of the practising certificate fees for 2020/21, which runs until 10 July 2020. The SRA has therefore encouraged responses on the budget component of the business plan prior to 10 July.  
As part of this consultation, the SRA is also be asking for views its proposed principles for managing its Compensation Fund, which is a key part of consumer protection and supports public confidence in solicitor firms and the reputation of the profession. Every year the SRA Board decides on the level of the profession's contributions to the fund, based on information about trends, past and prospective claims and interventions.
 
 
Notification of uncertain tax treatment by large businesses - closing date 27 August 2020
Link to Consultation
Policy Lead: James.Reynolds@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
From April 2021 large businesses will be required to notify HMRC when they take a tax position which HMRC is likely to challenge. This policy will draw on international accounting standards which many large businesses already follow. This consultation seeks views on the method and detail of the notification and particular areas of uncertain tax treatment.
 
 
Call for evidence: raising standards in the market for tax abuse - closing date 28 August 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead: James.Reynolds@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
The government has published a call for evidence on raising standards in the market for tax advice. HMRC is seeking evidence about providers of tax advice, current standards upheld by tax advisers, and the effectiveness of the government’s efforts to support those standards, in order to give taxpayers more assurance that the advice they are receiving is reliable.
 
 
Consultation on Corporate Tax Rules that apply to Hybrid Mismatch Arrangements- closing date 29 August 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead: James.Reynolds@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
The government is consulting on arrangements that exploit the differences in tax treatments between the two jurisdictions. This consultation seeks to ensure that the hybrid mismatch rules work proportionately and as intended.
 
 
If you have any questions in relation to any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact us at London&SouthEastTeam@lawsociety.org.uk          
 
 
Best wishes,
 
Bhavni, Beth and Stuart.
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