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Dear Member,
 
The London & South East Relationship Management team are keen to ensure that key updates and information of relevance are communicated to you, and your local law society, periodically. 
 
Please feel free to share the information below more widely with your committees and your membership.
 
 
New report: Contribution of the UK legal services sector to the UK economy
 
Our new report reveals that legal services contributed nearly £60bn total gross value added to the UK economy in 2018, while in 2017 legal services exports hit approximately £5bn.
 
Law Society president Simon Davis said: “This report shows the value of our sector to UK PLC – that is why we think it is vital our trade negotiators put legal and other professional services at the heart of forthcoming talks on a new deal with Europe.
 
Click for our press release or see the report in full attached.
 
 
 
Legally Disabled Report Launch

Today sees the launch of a new research report by Legally Disabled. This shares the career experiences of, and barriers faced by, disabled people within the legal profession; from discrimination and lack of understanding to outdated practices and environments.

The report, and Legally Disabled generally, wish to use the information in this report to offer recommendations to the profession on how it might start to change the culture and improve inclusivity.
 
Please see the report attached to read in full.
 

 
Calling time on booze culture
 
Earlier this month the Junior Lawyers Division launched a best practice guidance for employers on how to approach alcohol in the workplace: Creating a Healthy Alcohol Culture in the Legal Profession: Guidance for Firms and Individuals. Please see attached for the full guidance.
 
They have also created a series of podcasts and written articles to raise awareness of this important issue, which you can read below:
 
Podcasts
· Episode one: Calling time on booze culture with Laura Willoughby MBE (Club Soda) and Kieran Pender (IBA)
· Episode two: Modern approaches to alcohol at work with Zoe Swan (Brighton University) and Rui Liu (Grass People Tree)
 
Articles
· Calling time on our booze culture– Law Society Gazette (May 2019)
· How are we calling time on booze culture? – Solicitors Journal (November 2019)
  

Closure of the Solicitors Indemnity Fund (SIF)- how will this affect you?
 
Linda Lee, Council Member for Leicestershire, Northamptonshire and Rutland since 2003 and a past President of the Law Society of England and Wales discusses the closure of the Solicitors Indemnity Fund and what this may mean for you. 
 
Read the article 
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Event: Junior Lawyers Division annual conference and ball (Saturday 16 May, London)
 
Join the Junior Lawyers Division (JLD) at their 13th annual conference and ball being held on 16 May at the Law Society in London. Offering a mix of keynote speakers, practical breakout sessions and networking opportunities, the JLD annual conference and ball provides invaluable guidance on taking control of your career.
 
For more information and to book a ticket please click here 
 


Consultation Summary


Transparency and Reporting Impact - closing date 31 January 2020 - Link to discussion paper
Policy advisor: Anjali.Mouelhi@lawsociety.org.uk

The Legal Ombudsman has issued a discussion paper considering the range of information it could provide in the future and thereby support greater transparency.


The President of the Family Division Working Group on Medical Experts in the Family Courts Draft report - closing date 31 January 2020 - Link to consultation
Policy advisor: Jessica.Mearns@lawsociety.org.uk & Sarah.Richardson@lawsociety.org.uk

A working group was set up to look into the paucity of medical experts in the Family Courts. It has made 22 recommendations and those that are relevant to our members are those on payments and court process.
 
The Family Law Committee, Children Law Subcommittee and Access to Justice Committee are considering the response. 
 
The Domestic Abuse Working Group of the Family Justice Council has produced draft Best Practice Guidance on Domestic Abuse, with the aim of promoting consistency of approach in family courts to cases raising issues of domestic abuse and to help to achieve a supportive environment at court for the parties to such cases and any children involved.

The Guidance is addressed to all professionals working in family courts, with a focus on proceedings for domestic abuse injunctions, child arrangements orders and financial remedies. 



If you have any questions in relation to any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact us at London&SouthEastTeam@lawsociety.org.uk       
 

Best wishes,
 
Beth, Bhavni and Stuart.
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