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[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Member,
 
The London & South East Relationship Management team are keen to ensure that key updates and information of relevance are communicated to you, and your local law society, periodically. 
 
Please feel free to share the information below more widely with your committees and your membership.
 
 
Lubna Shuja wins Law Society presidential election
Lubna Shuja has won the Law Society of England and Wales 2020 election for deputy vice president, it was announced today. She takes office as deputy vice president on October 14 - becoming vice president in 2021 and president in 2022.
Lubna has been a Law Society council member since 2013 and chair of our key Membership and Communications Committee since 2018. She is also a member of the Law Society Board.
Lubna is principal solicitor at Legal Swan Solicitors in Birmingham. She specialises in professional discipline and regulation. She is also a mediator dealing with civil and family disputes.
Read our press release in full here
 
Parliamentary update
 
We have launched our campaign action asking our members to help #DefendTheRuleOfLaw and write to their MPs about the Internal Market Bill. Some of the measures in this Bill would constitute or create potential for a breach of international law if put onto the statute book.
 
We take our commitment to safeguarding the rule of law extremely seriously, and have already made clear our view on the matter to senior government ministers and officials. We have also briefed legally-qualified MPs, as well as other relevant parliamentarians, urging them to table or support amendments removing Clauses 41-45 of the Bill. 
 
· Use the campaign action here
· Read Simon Davis's article on why the rule of law is not negotiable here
 
 
The business case for equality, diversity and inclusion
 
We’ve recently updated and expanded our business case for equality, diversity and inclusion (EDI). While the morality of embracing EDI is often compelling enough, it’s also important to highlight the benefits it can bring to your business. Read more
 
 
Law Society Connect: new small firms digital community

Staying connected online is now more important than ever. We'll soon be launching a new digital community where you can get information, ask questions and share ideas with fellow practitioners.
 
Find out more at our free online event on Friday 9 October, 14:00-15:00 which will be hosted by deputy vice-president, Stephanie Boyce. You can register here.

 
Keeping members safe in court and prepared for potential lockdowns
 
With ongoing reports that the rate of COVID-19 infections continues to increase across England and Wales keeping our members safe remains one of our key priorities. In areas where there are local lockdowns, courts and tribunals continue to function as normal and we ask members to continue observing social distancing rules.
 
We also continue to have concerns that allowing lawyers to break quarantine to attend hearings will increase the risk of COVID-19 transmission and pose a significant danger to court users, including the most vulnerable.
 
We’d like to thank all who contributed to this issue, which we put to government on your behalf. We’ve had confirmation from government that they expect everyone who uses and/or works in the courts and tribunals to observe quarantine unless explicitly required to attend court. Read more on this here.
 
 
Additional Nightingale court sites announced
 
On 21 September the Lord Chancellor announced the locations of eight further Nightingale court sites that will begin to go live from Monday 28 September 2020.
 
“We are pleased to hear additional Nightingale courts will be opened over the coming weeks and encourage the government to open more, as they are an essential resource during the pandemic”, said our president Simon Davis. “The pre-existing case backlogs across the civil and criminal justice systems have grown significantly during the pandemic – and using unused public buildings as Nightingale courts will help build capacity to clear the backlog. We would encourage HMCTS to be transparent about how the sites are being run, how efficient these measures have been and what improvements could be made”.
 
View our interactive map which shows the location of open, and proposed, Nightingale courts as well as the type of work being heard in these venues here.
 
 
Junior Lawyers Division committee elections 2020 - call for nominations
 
Are you a junior lawyer looking for a new challenge? Are you interested in issues that affect you and other members of the profession? Could you represent 70,000 solicitor apprentices, LPS students and LPC graduates, trainees and junior lawyers from across England and Wales in a national and international forum?
 
If you answered yes to any of these questions, then you could make a difference to the future of the legal profession by standing for a position on the executive committee of the Junior Lawyers Division of the Law Society or the national committee as a student representative. There are up to eight positions available.
 
Find our more here
 

Cybersecurity news digest
 
Are you concerned about the impact of cyber-attacks on your business? Sign up for our free weekly digest for the latest cyber news, insights and scams targeting the legal sector. Read more here
 
 
ARTICLE: 'Snowflakes' and 'boomers': generational diversity in the office
 
“One of the highly valued aspects of work for young people is being able to make a difference.” In this new guest blog Coral Hill, Associate Professor at The University of Law and non-practising solicitor, discusses ‘snowflakes’, ‘boomers’, and how to create an inclusive office environment. Read the article here.
 
 
 
Open consultations
 
 
Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government: Changes to the current planning system - closing date 1 October 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead - Victoria.Geroe@LawSociety.org.uk 
 
This consultation sets out proposals for measures to improve the effectiveness of the current planning system. The 4 main proposals are:
 
• changes to the standard method for assessing local housing need
• securing of First Homes through developer contributions in the short term until the transition to a new system
• supporting small and medium-sized builders by temporarily lifting the small sites threshold below which developers do not need to contribute to affordable housing
• extending the current Permission in Principle to major development
 
The Planning and Environmental Law Committee will lead on our response. 
 
 
Office for Tax Simplification: OTS Capital Gains Tax review - closing date 12 October 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead - Nick.Denys@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
This call for evidence explores structural Capital Gains Tax (CGT) issues, challenges commonly affecting individual taxpayers, problems commonly affecting business owners and investors, the administration of CGT, the interaction between CGT and other taxes, and the wider CGT framework
 
The Tax Law Committee will lead on our response. 
 
 
HM Treasury: The scope of qualifying expenditures for R&D Tax Credits - closing date 13 October 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead - James.Reynolds@LawSociety.org.uk 
 
This consultation is about the scope of costs companies can include in R&D tax credit claims and whether they need to be updated. 
 
The Tax Law Committee will lead on any response. 
 
 
HMRC: Modernisation of the stamp taxes of shares framework - closing date 13 October 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead - James.Reynolds@LawSociety.org.uk 
 
This call for evidence invites views on the principles and design of a new framework for Stamp Duty and Stamp Duty Reserve Tax, both of which tax transactions in shares and securities to inform a longer term modernisation of the regimes.
 
The Tax Law Committee will lead on our response. 
 
 
HM Treasury: Economic Crime Levy: Funding new government action to tackle money laundering - closing date 13 October 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead - Rob.Cummings@LawSociety.org.uk 
 
Under the Economic Crime Plan, Sustainable Resourcing proposals for economic crime levy are to be levied against the regulated sector.
 
 
Ministry of Justice: Consultation on the proposed response to McCloud - closing date 16 October 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead - Yael.Levy.Ariel@LawSociety.org.uk 
 
In McCloud, the Court of Appeal held that transitional protections provided to older judges as part of the 2015 judicial pension reforms constituted unlawful direct age discrimination.  This consultation proposes addressing the discrimination for all judges in scope of the judgment by running an ‘options exercise’ in 2022. This would allow judges to choose whether to have accrued benefits in JUPRA/FPJPS or NJPS from 1 April 2015 until a reformed pension scheme is introduced in 2022.
 
The Access to Justice Committee will lead on our response, and we are also engaging solicitor judges to scope implications for our members. 
 
 
Ministry of Justice: Consultation on the mandatory retirement age for judicial office holders - closing date 16 October 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead - Yael.Levy.Ariel@LawSociety.org.uk 
 
This consultation sets out proposals to raise the mandatory retirement age (MRA) for judicial office holders from 70 to either 72 or 75. The proposals relate to judges, magistrates, non-legal members and coroners with the exception of judicial offices devolved to Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. The consultation also invites views on a proposal that would allow magistrates’ appointments in England and Wales to be extended beyond the MRA, as is possible for some judges when it is in the public interest.
 
The Access to Justice Committee will lead on our response, and the Equality Diversity and Inclusion Committee may also make some contributions. 
 
 
Ministry of Justice: Consultation on proposals to reform the judicial pension scheme - closing date 16 October 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead - Yael.Levy.Ariel@LawSociety.org.uk
 
This consultation proposes that all judges be moved into a modernised version of JUPRA from April 2022 in order to deliver on the Government’s commitment to provide a long-term solution to the significant recruitment and retention issues facing the judiciary. The proposed scheme will remain unregistered for tax purposes but will be reformed to bring it into line, so far as possible, with the Hutton principles for public service pensions – for example, by linking benefits to career average earnings.
 
The Access to Justice Committee will lead on our response.
 
 
 
If you have any questions in relation to any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact us at London&SouthEastTeam@lawsociety.org.uk          
 
 
Best wishes,
 
Bhavni, Beth and Stuart.
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