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Dear Member,
 
The London & South East Relationship Management team are keen to ensure that key updates and information of relevance are communicated to you, and your local law society, periodically. 
 
Please feel free to share the information below more widely with your committees and your membership.
 
 
New COVID tiers in England, support measures and what it means for your law firm or organisation
 
Find out which tier your local area is in by entering your home or office's postcode into the government's coronavirus local restrictions tool.
 
The government has published guidance on the new local restrictions. This is the Law Society's interpretation on the guidance, which will come into effect from 2 December 2020. View our page in full here.
 
Once the new regulations are published, we'll update our guidance accordingly. Our current information covers:
· Tier 1: medium alert
· Tier 2: high alert
· Tier 3: very high alert
· FAQs
· New business support measures
· Test to release
Go to our page
 
 
Meet your Law Society Council Members
 
Each week we shall shine a light on a different Law Society Council Member, and would encourage you to share their details with your membership where relevant. At The Law Society, our Council Members help to set the strategic direction of the organisation and represent your views

 If you live or work in North East London you may be interested in connecting with your Council Member, Caroline Newman.
 
Caroline represents North East London, a position she has held since 2017. Previously, she represented BAME solicitors on Council from 2001-2005. She is the founder of the African-Caribbean Women Lawyers Association, an organisation that enables black women lawyers in the UK and across the world to network and support each other. Caroline chaired the Ethnic Minority Lawyers' Division for 3 years, was a member of the Membership and Communications Committee for 2 years, and held positions in the Trainee Solicitors and Young Solicitors Groups. Caroline is also a member of the Law Society's Board.
 
Caroline started her legal career in a medium sized corporate firm, and specialised in international mergers and acquisitions. She then started her own firm, which focuses on company commercial and employment matters.
 
Constituents can reach her at caroline@carolinenewman.com, visit North East London Law Society's webpage and can join the North East London Law Society LinkedIn group.
 
You can also share our LinkedIn post.
 
 
The Solicitors' Charity - could you be their next Chair?
 
The Solicitors’ Charity (formerly the SBA) is searching for a Chair Elect as the current Chair, Matthew Robbins, comes to the end of his tenure in 2021. The successful candidate will join the Board in March, before taking up the Chair position in September. An ideal candidate would be a solicitor who is well connected across the profession and has the right level of Board experience to take on the role.
 
Now is an exciting time to join The Solicitors’ Charity to help steer it on its continuing journey to ensure that all solicitors are supported in times of need or crisis. If this sounds of interest and you would like a confidential informal chat about this role, you can contact Rebecca O’Connor at Allen Lane on 07921 336 229 or email her at rebeccaoconnor@allenlane.co.uk.
For further information please visit the dedicated microsite.
 
 
London Legal Giving Week: Appeal for free legal advice charities (24 November-1 December)
 
The 24 November marks the launch of London Legal Support Trust’s first ever London Legal Giving Week appeal. The charity, which raises funds for free legal advice providers in London and the South East, is facing a £400,000 shortfall in its fundraising income this year due to the COVID pandemic disrupting fundraising events.  
 
In 2020, legal advice charities have also struggled to fundraise as usual themselves due to events being cancelled. At the same time, there has been a dramatic increase in the need for legal advice. Many more people are facing serious issues with debt, employment, benefits, housing, and more. As one law centre staff member said, “The work of LLST is fundamental in supporting the not-for-profit legal sector and keeping the doors open on our law centres. One of the tragic results of the pandemic is that 1000's of people will be pushed across the poverty line.” 
 
With the support of the Lord Mayor of London, the Lord Chief Justice and leading judges, London Legal Support Trust is now reaching out with an appeal to the legal community to help ensure that legal advice agencies can continue to serve those in need. Members of the legal community are asked to donate one hour’s salary to the appeal. 
 
The Trust will mark London Legal Giving Week with a series of events, including a virtual coffee morning to hear directly from agencies on the frontline, a yoga session, and a panel of distinguished guests including the Hon. Mr Justice Robin Knowles QC, CBE, and Cherie Blair, QC, OBE.  
 
London Legal Support Trust Chief Executive, Nezahat Cihan, says, “Ensuring that everyone has access to justice is a key pillar of our legal system. This is more important now than ever, as thousands of people are dealing with legal issues for the first time in their lives. Over the years, the legal community has been exceedingly generous in supporting the cause of free legal advice. We know that we can count on them again in this difficult time.” 
 
 
Press Release: EU urged to re-open a ready-made route to justice post-Brexit
 
Individuals and small businesses are likely to be among the worst casualties if the EU continues to block UK admission to the Lugano Convention at the end of the Brexit transition on 31 December, a group of influential organisations have warned.
 
The Law Societies of England and Wales, Scotland and of Northern Ireland, the City of London Corporation, British Rail Consortium, British Chamber of Commerce EU and Belgium, Which? and Chambers of Ireland have written to the president of the European Council and others in Brussels urging the UK's readmission to the convention.
 
Read our press release in full
 
 
Press Release: £500m justice funding boost welcomed, but much more still needs to be done
 
New spending plans unveiled by the Treasury yesterday to boost the justice system by just over £500 million are good news in a time of crisis, but after decades of cuts much more still needs to be done.
 
Read our press release in full
 
 
 
Open Consultations
 
Artificial Intelligent and Intellectual Property: Call for Views - closing date 30 November 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead: Gurdas.Sally@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
The IPO is calling for views to understand the implications AI might have for IP policy and understanding the impact IP may have for AI in the near to medium term. The Intellectual Property Law Committee will lead on our response, with input from the Technology And Law Committee. 
 
 
Root and Branch Review of the Parole System - closing date 1 December 2020
Link to consultation (Ministry of Justice)
Policy Lead: Janet.Arkinstall@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
This consultation seeks contributions on the merits of amending the Parole Board Rules to allow victims of crime or the wider public to attend parole hearings in some limited circumstances. The Criminal Law Committee will lead on the response.  
 
 
National Data Strategy - closing date 2 December 2020
Link to consultation
Policy lead: William.Mcsweeney@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
DCMS is consulting on five proposed priority missions and actions to support the delivery of the National Data Strategy.
 
 
Getting Married: A Consultation Paper on Weddings Law - closing date 3 December 2020
Link to consultation
Policy lead: Jessica.Mearns@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
This consultation makes provisional proposals for a comprehensive new legislative scheme to replace the outdated, overly-restrictive current law of weddings, much of which dates from 1836. The consultation paper contains questions on each aspect of the law governing how and where couples can get married in England and Wales, from giving notice, to the location and content of the ceremony, the people who must attend, and how marriages are registered. The review also considers the consequences for the validity of weddings when any of the legal requirements are not met
 
 
If you have any questions in relation to any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact us at London&SouthEastTeam@lawsociety.org.uk          
 
 
Best wishes,
 
Bhavni and Beth
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