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[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Member,
 
The London & South East Relationship Management team are keen to ensure that key updates and information of relevance are communicated to you, and your local law society, periodically. 
 
Please feel free to share the information below more widely with your committees and your membership.
 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19)
 
We know members will have questions about the implications of coronavirus (COVID-19) for their clients, their businesses, their professional obligations, their own wellbeing and that of their employees.

In response to questions from our members, our latest advice for firms is listed on our designated Covid-19 page. This information will be updated regularly to reflect the most recent guidance.
As well as updates and advice, we're influencing government, regulators and other stakeholders on behalf of our members.

To stay up to date on the impact on the sector and our latest support, please subscribe to our Gazette Daily News Update,  follow us on Twitter, and subscribe to our weekly Professional Update.
 
Please get in touch to share any concerns you have relating to coronavirus and your business and the practice of law. Your feedback is essential in order for us to keep our guidance as up-to-date and relevant as possible- contact beth.quinn@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
 
New grant of representation application forms for legal professionals
 
HM Courts & Tribunals Service (HMCTS) has launched new standard grant of representation application forms for legal professionals. These will see the old-style Statements of Truth become redundant after a four-week introduction period for the new forms. The new forms will enable HMCTS to digitise the information and insert it directly into their systems.

Given the current situation with coronavirus, members are also encouraged to sign up to MyHMCTS to ensure better continuity of service. Please see here for more information
 
 
Ongoing Competence – LSB Call for Evidence (closes 15 May 2020)
 
The Legal Services Board (LSB has launched a call for evidence into ongoing competence in the legal profession. Ongoing competence is a key component for any profession, and we would like the profession's initial views to shape our response, particularly highlighting areas to focus on.
 
Please email your comments to educationandtraining@lawsociety.org.uk
 
Please read more here
 
 
Remote event: 10,000 steps for justice (8 June 2020)
 
Despite the postponement of the London Legal Walk, the London Legal Support Trust will be marking the 8 June with '10,000 Steps for Justice' before coming together in solidarity and support for free frontline legal advice services on the 5 October.
 
10,000 Steps for Justice is a virtual event, giving you and your team the flexibility to take part in the comfort of your living room, in a local park or on your lunch break (information will be updated with the latest advice from Government and public bodies regarding social distancing measures in June, to ensure the safety of walkers participating in 10,000 Steps for Justice).

In light of the Covid-19 outbreak, there will be a significant rise in Emergency Funding applications from advice agencies as they deal with the ongoing situation. Fundraising for free legal advice services is therefore more critical than ever if agencies are to continue doing such a fantastic job in preventing homelessness, resolving debt problems, gaining care for the elderly, and fighting discrimination and exploitation.

10,000 steps for justice will be a great opportunity to engage your family and colleagues in this vital cause, whether you are working from home or remaining in your office. But we also hope that it will re-ignite a strong sense of community across the legal sector as the country continues to go through this difficult period of isolation.

For more information please click here

Click here for a full list of teams already signed up
 
 
 
Open Consultations
 
 
Consultation on amending composition statements- closing date for responses 31st March 2020- Link to consultation
 
The Senior President of Tribunals has issued a consultation to obtain views on amending the composition statements for the General Regulatory Chamber, Social Entitlement Chamber, Property Chamber and Health, Education and Social Care Chamber of the First-tier Tribunal.
 
 
NICE Quality Standard on Decision Making and Mental Capacity- closing date for responses 31st March 2020- Link to response
Policy Advisor- Leanne.Maskell@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
This quality standard covers decision making for people aged 16 and over, using health and social care services who may lack capacity to make their own decisions (now or in the future).
 
 
First Homes- closing date for responses 3rd April 2020- Link to consultation
 
This consultation seeks views on First Homes for local people, considering both the design of this policy and options for its implementation. It covers the following areas:
 
• what First Homes are and who should be eligible for them
• how the scheme should work in practice
• how to deliver more of these homes through developer contributions
• the requirement for delivering these homes through planning or legislation
 
 
Consultation on Mental Health Tribunal reforms- closing date for responses 7th April 2020- Link to consultation
 
The Tribunal Procedure Committee (TPC) is inviting views on a proposal to change the way that the First-tier Tribunal lists hearings in relation to applications by patients detained under section 2 of the Mental Health Act 1983 (MHA), dealt with in the Health, Education and Social Care Chamber (HESC).
 
 
Drug offences consultation-  closing date for responses 17th April 2020- Link to consultation
 
The Sentencing Council is consulting on a new guideline for sentencing drugs offences.
 
 
If you have any questions in relation to any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact us at London&SouthEastTeam@lawsociety.org.uk        
 
Best wishes,
 
Beth, Bhavni and Stuart.
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