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Dear Member,
The London & South East Relationship Management team are keen to ensure that key updates and information of relevance are communicated to you, and your local law society, periodically. 
Please feel free to share the information below more widely with your committees and your membership.

President's blog on court safety
Law Society president, David Greene, discusses recent safety concerns solicitors have raised on the potential risks they face when attending court. You can read his blog here.
We continue to take steps to address members’ concerns about what is happening in the courts, and would welcome any recent examples of safety concerns you or your members have.
Please include the name of the courts and the specific issues in question to  hmctscourtreform@lawsociety.org.uk
DAC 6: First UK reporting deadline tomorrow, 30 January
The first UK DAC 6 reporting deadline is tomorrow, 30 January. We reported earlier this month on the reduced scope of DAC 6 reporting requirements in the UK and on the opening of HMRC’s DAC 6 reporting portal for this purpose. We've also updated our DAC 6 guidance to help you prepare:
· DAC 6: Implementing the new EU tax reporting rules in the UK
· DAC 6 and legal professional privilege
· How to apply the EU tax rules

AML Guidance
The Legal Sector Affinity Group has updated its anti-money laundering (AML) guidance for the legal sector. The guidance supports legal professionals in complying with the Money Laundering, Terrorist Financing and Transfer of Funds (Information on the Payer) Regulations 2017.
The Law Society's Money Laundering Task Force are holding various webinars that cover the key changes. Upcoming:
· Section 6 - Client Due Diligence (CDD) - 10 February 2021
· Section 4 - Governance & Policies & Section 8 - Training and Brexit - 25 February 2021

Meet our 2021 social mobility ambassadors

Our social mobility ambassadors scheme promotes role models from non-traditional backgrounds. For 2021, we've selected 13 solicitor ambassadors to share their experience of entering the profession, including the challenges they faced and how they overcame them.
Read more
Read our press release

Brexit resources
The UK-EU transition period ended on 31 December 2020; the UK has left the single market and the EU lawyers’ directives and EU laws no longer apply to England and Wales qualified solicitors.
On 24 December 2020, the UK and EU reached a new Trade and Cooperation Agreement. This agreement affects how our members can provide services and how establishments work in the EU area. It will have consequences for areas such as intellectual property law, anti-money laundering and value added tax.
We have produced an  initial analysis of legal services in the agreement and our Head of International, Mickael Laurans, has written an article on his initial assessment of the impact of the TCA on trade in legal services.
Various webinars and events have been held during January to help members and their firms continue to adapt from the end of the transition period:
· children law in cross-border cases (13 January 2021) - recording
· data protection and flows (14 January 2021) - recording
· divorce rules in cross-border cases (19 January 2021) - recording
· immigration rules for bringing in talent (20 January 2021) – recording
· choice of court agreements and commercial cross-border cases (26 January 2021) - recording to be made available shortly
· competition law in a changing landscape (27 January 2021) - recording to be made available shortly

Easy wins and action points for disability inclusion
No matter how big or small your firm, in-house team or organisation, you can make a positive change to improve disability inclusion.
Based on research by Legally Disabled/Cardiff University, these suggestions have been developed by them, the Law Society and our Lawyers with Disabilities Division.
They are simple easy wins, questions to get discussions going or starting points for further work, rather than only the actions you should be taking.
Read more
Easy wins and action points for disability inclusion in larger organisations
Easy wins and action points for disability inclusion in smaller organisations

Blog: Financial Planning - four new year's resolutions for law firms
“It’s impossible to plan with any conviction unless you know your firm’s current and future financial picture.” In a new guest blog John Clarke, head of sales at Wesleyan Bank, discusses how law firms can seek new opportunities to maximise revenue and how to deal with pressures on cash flow during the pandemic.
Read more

Article: Here are your six cybersecurity resolutions for 2021
If last year taught us anything, it’s that it’s never been more important to allocate resources to mitigate risk and unexpected challenges. Cybercrime, with its ever-increasing prevalence, is one of those risks.
The start of a new year is always a good time to start planning. David Fleming, chief technology officer at Mitigo, gives his six top cybersecurity resolutions for law firms in 2021.
Read more

If you have any questions in relation to any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact us at London&SouthEastTeam@lawsociety.org.uk         

Best wishes,

Bhavni and Beth
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