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Dear Member,
 
The London & South East Relationship Management team are keen to ensure that key updates and information of relevance are communicated to you, and your local law society, periodically. 
 
Please feel free to share the information below more widely with your committees and your membership.
 
 
Blog: The Sex Disqualification (Removal) Act 1919, where are we now
 
Coral Hill is Associate Professor at the University of Law and a non-practising solicitor. She reviews The Sex Disqualification (Removal) Act 1919 and where the profession is now in this week's Law Society blog.

Read more
 
 
 
Trauma in the family courts
 
Jenny Beck, a member of our family law and access to justice committees, spoke to BBC Woman’s Hour (starts from 14:20) about how trauma is treated in the family courts following recent outrage over a judge’s comments about rape.
 
More on the story in the Guardian.
 
 
 
Brexit, transition period and citizens’ rights
 
Our immigration committee member Zeena Luchowa was on BBC London (from 2:10:25) discussing Brexit with a panel of experts, answering listeners questions about the transition period and citizens’ rights.
 
 
 
Open Consultations
 
Automated Vehicles - closing date 3 February 2020 -Link to consultation
Policy Advisor: William.McSweeney@lawsociety.org.uk
 
This consultation looks at the regulation of self-driving vehicles which could travel empty or with passengers only, without a human driver or user-in-charge.
 
It focuses on self-driving vehicles providing mobility services to the public, referred to as Highly Automated Road Passenger Services (‘HARPS’). The consultation builds on the work in the Law Commission’s first consultation on safety assurance and allocating legal responsibility.
 
 
LSB Business Plan 2020/21 - closing date for responses 14 February 2020 - Link to consultation
Policy Advisor: Marzena.Lipman@lawsociety.org.uk
 
The LSB is consulting on its draft Business Plan for 2020/21. The key proposed workstreams include:
· implementing the new IGRs
· engaging with the CMA review of progress on the legal services market study
· reviewing PCF including non-regulatory permitted purposes
· reviewing processes on changes to regulatory arrangements
· exploring future approaches to enforcement
· work on ongoing competence
· developing the LSB’s 2021-24 strategy
· monitoring regulatory performance
· work on public legal education
  
Office for Legal Complaints Corporate Strategy 2020-23 - closing date 14 February 2020 - Link to consultation
Policy Advisor: Anjali.Mouelhi@lawsociety.org.uk
 
The Office for Legal Complaints has revealed 3 key objectives for its 2020-23 strategy and business plan:
1. Improving the experience of customer while using its expertise to guide and add value to the complaint journey.
2. Increasing the transparency and impact of casework to support greater access to justice.
3.  Developing its service to ensure it is appropriate for the evolving legal sector.
 Headline Budget 2020/21 – OLC is proposing a 20%   increase to £2.4m for 2020/21 and thereafter a slight reduction on the following 2 years.
 
 
If you have any questions in relation to any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact us at London&SouthEastTeam@lawsociety.org.uk      
 
Best wishes,
 
Beth, Bhavni and Stuart.
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