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Dear Member,
 
The London & South East Relationship Management team are keen to ensure that key updates and information of relevance are communicated to you, and your local law society, periodically. 
 
Please feel free to share the information below more widely with your committees and your membership.

 
Our Diversity and Inclusion Divisions: the Lawyers with Disabilities Division
 
The Law Society is committed to promoting inclusion in the legal profession, reflecting the diversity of our society. Each week we shall shine a light on a  different Law Society Division, and would encourage you to share them with your constituents, and members.
 
The Lawyers with Disabilities Division promotes equal opportunities for people with disabilities within the legal profession. Lawyers with Disabilities Division members come from a wide range of backgrounds and include law students, retired solicitors, paralegals, law lecturers, practising solicitors and their allies.
 
Members have a wide range of disabilities that affect them to varying degrees, including visual and other sensory impairments, impaired mobility and less immediately apparent disabilities, such as epilepsy, dyslexia and mental health issues.
 
Read more
Find out more about the LGBT+ Lawyers Division Committee
Join the LGBT+ Lawyers Division LinkedIn group
You can also contact lawyerswithdisabilities@lawsociety.org.uk 
 

Pro Bono Week, 2-6 November 2020

Pro Bono Week promotes and supports the work of lawyers who volunteer their services for free to people and organisations who couldn’t otherwise afford legal advice. It’s part of a global celebration of pro bono that takes place every year.

The overarching theme of this year’s Pro Bono Week is “Pro bono: Through the pandemic and beyond”. There are numerous events taking place virtually this year- for ease please see a few examples below:
· a panel debate to launch Pro Bono Week  (2 November,18:00-20:00)
· a discussion on the use of technology in pro bono with Law Society president, David Greene, joining as a panellist (3 November, 16:00-17:00)
· a celebration of international pro bono (3 November, 18:00-19:30)
· “Realising our potential” – a webinar run by the In-house Pro Bono Group (4 November, 12:30-13:30)
To see the full list of events and how to register for the above events, please visit Pro Bono Week website.


Coronavirus: Law Society updated resources
 
Our coronavirus pages have been updated with the latest restrictions, government’s support measures and changes to working from home.
· Local lockdown blueprint
· Cybersecurity, LawTech and Covid hub
· Practical framework for a Covid secure law firm
· Return to the office toolkit
· Latest Covid FAQ

Law Society: RRR Campaign
 
As part of the Reset, Resilience and Recovery we have launched a new Covid hub for MPs and caseworkers which includes:
· Constituency map on law and justice: it shows the number of law firms operating in a constituency, and the number of solicitors based at those firms. 
 
·  Interactive map of Nightingale courts which were set up as part of its court recovery plan to address the impact of coronavirus on the justice system. 
 
· Updated caseworker toolkit on Covid and most frequently asked legal questions
 
 
SRA extends practising certificate renewal window
 
The regulator, the Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA), has announced that it has decided to extend the practising certificate renewal window until 20 November. We urge our members to talk to the SRA about any issues they experience with the SRA regulatory payment system for the practising certificate fee.
 
Read the SRA's announcement
 
 
Law Society: End of transition guidance on civil justice
 
We've produced guidance that explains the upcoming changes to the rules on civil judicial co-operation after the end of the Brexit transition period on 31 December 2020.
· Read our guidance on taking of evidence
· Read our guidance on service of documents
· Read our guidance on rules on jurisdiction
 
 
	Blog: There will be consequences - reflections on the second lockdown in Leicester
 
In a new guest blog, Glynis Wright, MD at Glynis Wright & Co Family Solicitors & Mediators and former president of the Leicester Law Society, discusses how Covid-19 and a second lockdown in Leicester has affected the local legal sector
 
Read the blog in full
	


 
Cash flow conundrum: funding options
 
Cash flow is a real and pressing issue in the legal sector right now in the wake of COVID-19. John Clarke, head of sales, Wesleyan Bank, outlines the financial support available to law firms and the alternative funding solutions they should consider to aid their recovery.
 
Read more
 
 
Other events you may be interested in
· Free webinar: The impact of Covid-19 on disabled solicitors, SRA competencies: A1 and C3 (2 November)
· Free webinar: Establishing in the United Arab Emirates, SRA competencies: A2 and D3 (9 November)
· Free webinar: Future proof your financial plans with Rathbones (17 November)
· Launching our call for speakers for the in-house Division annual conference and in-house week 2021, submissions close 30 November (read more)
 
 
Open Consultations
 
Artificial Intelligent and Intellectual Property: Call for Views - closing date 30 November 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Leads: Gurdas.Sally@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
The IPO is calling for views to understand the implications AI might have for IP policy and understanding the impact IP may have for AI in the near to medium term. 
 
 
National Data Strategy - closing date 2 December 2020
Link to consultation
Policy lead: William.Mcsweeney@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
DCMS is consulting on five proposed priority missions and actions to support the delivery of the National Data Strategy.
 
 
Getting Married: A Consultation Paper on Weddings Law - closing date 3 December 2020
Link to consultation
Policy lead: Jessica.Mearns@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
This consultation makes provisional proposals for a comprehensive new legislative scheme to replace the outdated, overly-restrictive current law of weddings, much of which dates from 1836. The consultation paper contains questions on each aspect of the law governing how and where couples can get married in England and Wales, from giving notice, to the location and content of the ceremony, the people who must attend, and how marriages are registered. The review also considers the consequences for the validity of weddings when any of the legal requirements are not met.
 
 
Reform of online communications offences - closing date 18 December 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Leads: Janet.Arkinstall@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
Reform of the law is needed to protect victims from harmful online behaviour including abusive messages, cyber-flashing, pile-on harassment, and the malicious sharing of information known to be false. The Law Commission is consulting on proposals to improve the protection afforded to victims by the criminal law, while at the same time provide better safeguards for freedom of expression.
 
 
 
If you have any questions in relation to any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact us at London&SouthEastTeam@lawsociety.org.uk          
 
 
Best wishes,
 
Bhavni, Beth and Stuart.




image1.png
The Law
Society

%




