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The London & South East Relationship Management team are keen to ensure that key updates and information of relevance are communicated to you, and your local law society, periodically. 
Please feel free to share the information below more widely with your committees and your membership.
 
Covid Operating Hours (COH) rapid consultation – request for member feedback
HMCTS has published a rapid consultation on COH in the Crown Courts. The Law Society will be responding to this consultation. We are asking members to provide any feedback about these proposals to us at hmctscourtreform@lawsociety.org.uk by Monday 7 December.
The consultation documents, questions and Law Society’s current position can be read here.

Best practice for member safety in court and tribunal buildings
To help in the effort to reduce the spread of infection within the court and tribunal buildings, we’ve set out some best practice that you should follow to keep yourselves and others safe when attending in person hearings.
If you have immediate concerns about safety and hygiene/cleanliness in the buildings, you should raise these with the court manager and/or presiding judge/magistrates.
More information can be found here.

Meet your Law Society Council Members
Each week we will be shining a light on a different Law Society Council Member, and would encourage you to share their details with your membership where relevant. At The Law Society, our Council Members help to set the strategic direction of the organisation and represent your views.
If you live or work in Outer Sussex you may be interested in connecting with your Council Member, Holly Goacher.
Holly represents members across Chichester, Worthing, Eastbourne and Hastings. Holly is a Partner in a medium sized regional firm in Sussex and practices in commercial property. Passionate about ensuring the membership are engaged with the great work of the Law Society, Holly is always keen to hear from her constituents and can be contacted at hgoacher@pdt.co.uk 
You can also share our LinkedIn post.

Recording- The London Legal Support Trust: 'unlocking' justice: free legal advice in a pandemic
Last week the London Legal Support Trust held a virtual event on providing free legal advice in a pandemic. The recording of this event is now available to view on YouTube.
Panel:
· The Hon. Mr. Justice Knowles – Chair of the Civil Justice Council’s working party on access to justice for litigants in person
· Joy Julien – LLST Trustee and former Chief Executive, Royal Courts of Justice, Citizens Advice Bureau
· James Banks – Chief Executive, London Funders
· Cherie Blair – CBE, QC, LLST Patron
Facilitated by: Carol Storer – Interim Director, Legal Action Group
The event in full can be viewed here.

ARTICLE: Five new legal trends to be aware of in 2021
While circumstances remain largely uncertain for 2021, there's no better time to think about designing legal services in a way that takes into account present circumstances, as well as a future that lies beyond the pandemic.
Read the full article from our partner Clio here.

PRESS RELEASE: £500m justice funding boost welcomed, but much more still needs to be done
We welcome the news that the justice system will be allocated more funding, but there is still more to be done to ensure access to justice. Read our Press Release


Open Consultations
Reform of online communications offences - closing date 18 December 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Leads - Janet.Arkinstall@lawsociety.org.uk 
Reform of the law is needed to protect victims from harmful online behaviour including abusive messages, cyber-flashing, pile-on harassment, and the malicious sharing of information known to be false. The Law Commission is consulting on proposals to improve the protection afforded to victims by criminal law, while at the same time provide better safeguards for freedom of expression.  The Criminal Law Committee will lead on the response. 

Reform of confiscation of proceeds of crime  - closing date 18 December 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead - Janet.Arkinstall@lawsociety.org.uk 
In 2018 the Law Commission agreed with the Home Office to review the law on confiscation contained within Part 2 of the Proceeds of Crime Act 2002. The primary aims of this review are to improve the process by which confiscation orders are made, to ensure the fairness of the confiscation regime and to optimise the enforcement of confiscation orders.  The Criminal Law Committee will lead on the response.  

Hate crime offences - closing date 24 December 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead- Janet.Arkinstall@lawsociety.org.uk 
The Law Commission is consulting to review the adequacy and parity of protection offered by the law relating to hate crime and to make recommendations for its reform.  The proposals will:
· Equalise protection across all of the existing protected characteristics;
· add sex or gender to the protected characteristics;
· establish criteria for deciding whether any additional characteristics should be recognised in hate crime laws;
· reformulate the offences of stirring up hatred to focus on deliberate incitement of hatred, providing greater protection for freedom of speech where no intent to incite hatred can be proven;
· expand the offence of racist chanting at football matches to cover homophobic chanting, and other forms of behaviour.

Queen's Counsel Appointments Process: Consultation - closing date 31 December 2020
This consultation seeks views on a proposed change to the system for dealing with applications for appointment as Queen's Counsel. This change to designed to make it more likely that the Selection Panel will be made aware of unsatisfactory behaviour by applicants in the course of their work as advocates.

If you have any questions in relation to any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact us at London&SouthEastTeam@lawsociety.org.uk         

Best wishes,
Bhavni and Beth
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