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Dear Member,
 
The London & South East Relationship Management team are keen to ensure that key updates and information of relevance are communicated to you, and your local law society, periodically. 
 
Please feel free to share the information below more widely with your committees and your membership.
 
 
New national lockdown in England
 
The new national lockdown came into force in England at 12:01am today (Thursday 5 November) and will last until at least Wednesday 2 December.  The government has now published the Health Protection (Coronavirus, Restrictions) (England) (No4) Regulations 2020.
 
We have created a new national lockdown page which details:
· what the new restrictions are and those most relevant for solicitors
· an FAQ section
· details of what new support is available
· what will happen next, and;
· a list of our further resources for solicitors.
Please do get in touch if you, or your members or constituents have any queries that they would like further information on or assistance with.
 
 
Call for urgent action ahead of stamp duty holiday deadline
 
Solicitors' leaders are calling for urgent action to be taken to ease growing pressure in the residential property market ahead of the stamp duty land tax (SDLT) holiday deadline on 31 March 2021.
 
The Law Society is among key players in the home moving process wo have written to the government asking for the changes to be made to enable people to take advantage of the SDLT relief and to reduce the immense burden faced by solicitors and others working in the conveyancing process.
 
We are continuing to make representations on the issue and further updates will be shared as the situation develops.
 
Read our Press Release in full
 
 
Solicitors urged to check their Law Society contact details are up to date to vote on proposals to reform Council
 
	Solicitors have been urged to make sure they have provided an up-to-date email address and are not opted out of Law Society membership (non-marketing) communications or they risk being disenfranchised from a key vote on proposed changes to the Law Society Council. 
 
Following the AGM at which proposals were first considered to restrict membership of Council to a 12-year term and to introduce reforms to Council constituencies, more than 20 attendees requested a ballot of the Law Society membership, both of which will now go to all members.
 
The deadline for members to ensure they can participate in the vote by ensuring their emails and contact preferences are up to date is 11 November.
 
Email addresses can be checked via members’ own verified My Law Society (My LS) accounts or by contacting our Support Centre on 020 7242 1222. Members can also confirm that their preferences for receiving membership (non-marketing) emails from the Law Society are up to date via the Support Centre.
 
Read our Press Release in full  


 
The impact of Covid-19 on disabled solicitors
 
The Law Society undertook research with our Lawyers with Disability Division, Legally Disabled/Cardiff University on the experience of those with disabilities in the legal profession. The survey conducted found  of solicitors and paralegals 60% had experienced ill-treatment in the workplace, and of these 80% believed it was related to disability.
 
We have worked in partnership with Legally Disabled on a new piece of research looking at how employment and training of disabled lawyers has been impacted by the current pandemic. The findings were launched at a webinar held on Monday 2 November, which you can watch here.
 
We will be holding two further roundtables to explore in more detail some of the findings. There will also be an opportunity to share experiences in what is an ever-evolving new working environment. We want to know what has worked and what has not, and how we integrate what we've learnt to create more inclusive organisations, relationships and practices in the long term.
 
Email lawyerswithdisabilities@lawsociety.org.uk if you would like to attend either of the following roundtables:
· Tuesday 17 November, 12:30-14:00
· Thursday 26 November, 12:30-14:00
 
For more information please read more here and view the report in full here.
 
 
VIEWS NEEDED: Lawtech, ethics and the rule of law: discussion paper
 
In the face of the disruption caused by Covid-19, law firms and solicitors have turned to technology to help them maintain business continuity, recover and ultimately thrive.
 
Earlier this year, we conducted a series of 30 interview with law firms, sole practitioners and alternative business structures to understand how lawtech solutions are designed, developed, used and/or procured and the ethical considerations that come into play throughout this process.
 
All participants agreed that the design, development, procurement and use of lawtech raise ethical questions or concerns; and agreed on the need for a common language and approach to lawtech and ethics.
 
We're seeking views of solicitors, law firms, lawtech companies and any other stakeholders that are part of, or affected by, the lawtech sector. Responses to the paper are requested by 17 November 2020, and can be emailed to parliamentary@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
An expert group will examine the findings and a report with recommendations will be published shortly afterwards.
 
Lawtech, ethics and the rule of law: discussion paper
Annex 1: Summary of lawtech and ethics literature
Annex 2: The Law Society's research on lawtech and ethics
Read more
 
 
Open Consultations
 
OTS Capital Gains Tax Review - closing date extended to 9 November 2020
Link to consultation (Office for Tax Simplification)
Policy lead: Nick.Denys@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
This call for evidence explores structural Capital Gains Tax (CGT) issues, challenges commonly affecting individual taxpayers, problems commonly affecting business owners and investors, the administration of CGT, the interaction between CGT and other taxes, and the wider CGT framework.
The Tax Law Committee is leading on our response. 
 
 
VAT Grouping - Establishment, Eligibility, and Registration Call for Evidence - closing date 20 November 2020
Organisation: HM Treasury
Policy lead: James.Reynolds@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
This call for evidence examines how VAT grouping provisions operate in the UK and potential changes, including on compulsory grouping.
 
 
Artificial Intelligent and Intellectual Property: Call for Views - closing date 30 November 2020
Link to consultation
Policy lead: Gurdas.Sally@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
The IPO is calling for views to understand the implications AI might have for IP policy and understanding the impact IP may have for AI in the near to medium term. The Intellectual Property Law Committee will lead on our response, with input from the Technology And Law Committee. 
 
 
Root and Branch Review of the Parole System - closing date 1 December 2020
Link to consultation (Ministry of Justice)
Policy lead: Janet.Arkinstall@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
This consultation seeks contributions on the merits of amending the Parole Board Rules to allow victims of crime or the wider public to attend parole hearings in some limited circumstances. The Criminal Law Committee will lead on the response.  
 
 
National Data Strategy - closing date 2 December 2020
Link to consultation
Policy lead: William.Mcsweeney@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
DCMS is consulting on five proposed priority missions and actions to support the delivery of the National Data Strategy.
 
 
Getting Married: A Consultation Paper on Weddings Law - closing date 3 December 2020
Link to consultation
Policy lead: Jessica.Mearns@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
This consultation makes provisional proposals for a comprehensive new legislative scheme to replace the outdated, overly-restrictive current law of weddings, much of which dates from 1836. The consultation paper contains questions on each aspect of the law governing how and where couples can get married in England and Wales, from giving notice, to the location and content of the ceremony, the people who must attend, and how marriages are registered. The review also considers the consequences for the validity of weddings when any of the legal requirements are not met.

 
 
If you have any questions in relation to any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact us at London&SouthEastTeam@lawsociety.org.uk          
 
 
Best wishes,
 
Bhavni, Beth and Stuart.
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