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		Dear Member,
 
The London & South East Relationship Management team are keen to ensure that key updates and information of relevance are communicated to you, and your local law society, periodically. 
 
Please feel free to share the information below more widely with your committees and your membership.
 
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) pages
 
We know members will have questions about the implications of coronavirus (COVID-19) for their clients, their businesses, their professional obligations, their own wellbeing and that of their employees.

In response to questions from our members, our latest advice for firms is listed on our designated Covid-19 page. This information will be updated regularly to reflect the most recent guidance.
As well as updates and advice, we're influencing government, regulators and other stakeholders on behalf of our members.

To stay up to date on the impact on the sector and our latest support, please keep checking our website, subscribe to our Gazette Daily News Update, check the latest coronavirus news from the Gazette, follow us on Twitter, subscribe to our weekly Professional Update email newsletter. Firms should also  sign up to receive government email alerts to ensure they are acting on the latest information. Please also consider following The Law Society on LinkedIn, if you aren't already, as all updates are communicated via that account in real time.
 
HMCTS also offer a daily operational update: Read more and sign up here
 
Please get in touch to share any concerns you have relating to coronavirus and your business and the practice of law. Your feedback is essential in order for us to keep our guidance as up-to-date and relevant as possible: contact beth.quinn@lawsociety.org.uk  
 
 
#BlackLivesMatter statement from our Office Holders
 
Simon Davis, Law Society of England and Wales president, David Greene, Law Society vice president, I. Stephanie Boyce, Law Society deputy vice president and Paul Tennant, Law Society chief executive have released a joint statement about #BlackLivesMatter.
 
To read this statement please do so on our Twitter account.
 

Furlough scheme deadline
 
The Government’s furlough scheme, the Job Retention Scheme, will close to new entrants on Wednesday 10 June.
 
If firms are considering taking advantage of the scheme in the future, including the new arrangements for part-time furloughing, relevant employees must be entered into the scheme by that deadline.
 
We have updated our guidance on the furlough scheme, published new FAQs on the scheme including some scenarios which firms may find themselves in.
 
> Read our latest guidance for law firms on the Job Retention Scheme
> Find the latest government guidance on the Job Retention Scheme 
 

NEW: Return to the office toolkit
 
As the government begin to lift restrictions and solicitors slowly return to the office in the coming weeks, it is vitally important that firms are prepared and have taken all the necessary steps to ensure their safety.
 
We have published a return to the office toolkit, focused on providing practical steps that members can take in line with government guidance. It includes:
 
· Template COVID 19 Risk Assessment for law firms
 
· Downloadable posters to display in the firms (including the option for small firms to order printed and laminated copies from us)
 
· Staffing decisions flowchart
 
It is incredibly important that firms begin to consult with staff and complete the necessary risk assessments to ensure that everything is in place when they are able to return to the office.  
 
Read our toolkit on the safe return to the office
 
 
Support for members
 
We have asked what members need. We have surveyed over 1000 large, small and in house firms about the support their firms and individual solicitors need now. We are already making many courses and events that were previously at a premium free to access and we are developing new resources too.
 
We have a range of free virtual events on topics such as business recovery, practice management and much more to give members the resources they need to navigate the impact Coronavirus (Covid-19) is having on them and their business.
 
We know that some of our members are facing financial pressures during this time. We have already been offering targeted support, but we are now reducing renewal fees on CQS and initial fees for Criminal Litigation accreditations by 75% from June to December 2020. Those who renewed in April and May will receive an equivalent rebate.
 
Those firms with a crime contract will also benefit from reduced Lexcel fees. We will be in touch directly with those concerned at renewal.
 
 
Webinar: The impact of Covid-19 on the legal sector in the UK and India (Thursday 11 June, 13H00 UK time)
 
We are holding a webinar in collaboration with Charles Russell Speechlys and our Indian partner firms on: The Impact of Covid-19 on the legal sector in the UK and India on Thursday 11 June at 13H00 UK time.
 
Please feel free to share this with your members: registration link here
 
 
Coronavirus: Managing in a recession
 
Financial resilience for law firms: Should you take up any of the coronavirus financial assistance schemes?
 
Andrew Allen looks at the potential risks of some of the government schemes designed to support businesses through lockdown, and looks at other ways law firms can ensure their financial resilience during the pandemic and beyond.
 
Read the article here 
 
 
Property Section - June webinars
 
Our remaining Property section webinars in June will cover:
 
· Updates to CQS, Tuesday 9 June, 14:00-15:00 & Wednesday 10 June, 10:00-11:00
· AML, Tuesday 16 June, 10:00-11:00
 
These webinars are inclusive for Property Section Members and £45 each for non-members.
 
Read more and book your place
 
 
Recent resources: Small firms & COVID-19
 
· Eligibility for government support measures tool
· Top tips for firms to preserve your cashflow
· Business support measures for small firms
· Managing in a recession: how to prepare your firm for post-lockdown working
· Financial resilience for law firms should you take up any of the coronavirus financial assistance schemes
· Covid-19: 5 essential issues for smaller firms
 
 
Open Consultations
 
Revisions to the Attorney General's Guidance on disclosure and the CPIA Code of Practice - closing date extended to 22 July 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead: Janet.Arkinstall@lawsociety.org.uk  
 
The Attorney General's Office is consulting on changes to the guidelines and Code of Practice for disclosure.
 
 
If you have any questions in relation to any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact us at London&SouthEastTeam@lawsociety.org.uk          
 
 
Best wishes,
 
Bhavni, Beth and Stuart.
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