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Dear Member,
 
The London & South East Relationship Management team are keen to ensure that key updates and information of relevance are communicated to you, and your local law society, periodically. 
 
Please feel free to share the information below more widely with your committees and your membership.
 
 
Rhetoric putting lawyers at risk
 
The Guardian and Gazette report reactions to remarks by the home secretary when speaking about lawyers who represent asylum-seekers. She said: “Those defending the broken system – the traffickers, the do-gooders, the lefty lawyers, the Labour party – they are defending the indefensible.”
 
Law Society president Simon Davis responded: “Slinging insults at lawyers risks leading not just to verbal abuse but to lawyers being physically attacked for doing their job … [and] it undermines a legal system which has evolved over many centuries, which helps ensure that power is not abused.”
 
The report is also carried by MSN Global, The World News and Yahoo News.
 
 
Blog: There will be consequences - reflections on the second lockdown in Leicester
 
Glynis Wright, former president of Leicestershire Law Society, discusses her experience of the Leicester lockdowns. Read the blog in full, here.
 
 
Our Diversity and Inclusion Divisions: the Ethnic Minority Lawyers Division
 
The Law Society is committed to promoting inclusion in the legal profession, reflecting the diversity of our society. Each week we shall shine a light on a  different Law Society Division, and would encourage you to share them with your constituents, and members.
 
The EMLD supports and promotes solicitors and their allies through the provision of career-enhancing events, information and networking opportunities.
 
The EMLD was developed to facilitate greater engagement between ethnic minority solicitors and the Law Society. The Division encourages solicitors to use their experiences and expertise to support aspiring solicitors or colleagues seeking to progress in the legal sector.
 
Read more
Find out more about the EMLD Committee
Join the EMLD's LinkedIn group
 
 
HR and people management- Solicitors on demand: legal secondments
 
This guide is aimed at solicitors who are considering taking on a legal secondment through a legal services business. It sets out possible scenarios for legal secondments, and explains the regulatory requirements that apply and factors you'll need to consider.
 
Read our new guide here
 
 
Features: Missed your PII renewal deadline - what next?
 
The 1 October ‘common renewal date’ for professional indemnity insurance (PII) has now passed. The hardening market and challenges introduced by Covid-19 mean that a number of firms are still in the process of renewal.
 
Check out our feature by Paragon Insurance Brokers on what you can still do to secure a deal.
 
 
Save the date: UK Pro Bono Week (2-6 November 2020)
 
Pro Bono Week will take place this year from 2 to 6 November 2020, offering an opportunity to recognise and support the voluntary contribution made by lawyers across the UK in giving free legal help to those in need.
 
In this year of unprecedented challenges, for both the voluntary and legal sectors, the role of pro bono legal assistance has never been more important. Celebrating 19 years of Pro Bono Week, 2020 will therefore provide a timely occasion to highlight and explore the role of pro bono in light of the pandemic.
 
With the potential that social distancing will still be in place, a mixture of online and in-person events are being planned. Law firms, chambers, legal societies, charities, in-house lawyers, universities and law schools are encouraged to start planning how to use Pro Bono Week 2020, whether through private or public events, or through internal or wider communications.
 
For more information and support visit www.probonoweek.org.uk or contact@probonoweek.org.uk 
#wedoprobono
#probonoweek
 

The Courts and Covid
 
Crown Courts at Portsmouth and Reading are piloting COVID-19 Operating Hours, in addition to those at Snaresbrook, Kingston-Upon-Hull and Stafford.
 
The Government announced new national measures to address rising cases of COVID-19 in England, with links to measures in Scotland and Wales.
 
All court and tribunal users are now asked to wear a face covering in all public and communal parts of HMCTS's buildings in England and Wales (optional in Scotland).
 
HMCT's latest weekly management data shows the impact of the coronavirus outbreak on workload volumes and activity across the court and tribunal system.

 
Coronavirus information for legal services
 
It is important that our members can find the latest information easily and quickly, so we're developing advice and support to help you through this difficult period. Our webpage includes:
 
 
Free Webinar: The impact of covid-19 on trade in services (14 October, 13:30 - 15:00 CEST; 12:30-14:00 BST)
 
The Covid-19 pandemic has posed a major challenge to the landscape for services in terms of trade and regulation. Join the UK Law Societies Brussels Office webinar exploring the implications of the pandemic for professional services, trade in services and the digitisation of services. Our panellists are:
        Hosuk Lee-Makiyama, Director of the European Centre for International Political Economy
        Alexandra Cardenas, the Law Society of England and Wales
        Martin Roy, Trade in Services and Investment Division, WTO Secretariat
        Alison Hook, Hook Tangaza
        Moderation by Anna Drozd from the UK Law Societies Brussels Office

Register here

 
Open Consultations
 
 
Office for Tax Simplification: OTS Capital Gains Tax review - closing date 12 October 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead - Nick.Denys@lawsociety.org.uk 
 
This call for evidence explores structural Capital Gains Tax (CGT) issues, challenges commonly affecting individual taxpayers, problems commonly affecting business owners and investors, the administration of CGT, the interaction between CGT and other taxes, and the wider CGT framework
 
The Tax Law Committee will lead on our response. 
 
 
HM Treasury: The scope of qualifying expenditures for R&D Tax Credits - closing date 13 October 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead - James.Reynolds@LawSociety.org.uk 
 
This consultation is about the scope of costs companies can include in R&D tax credit claims and whether they need to be updated. 
 
The Tax Law Committee will lead on any response. 
 
 
HMRC: Modernisation of the stamp taxes of shares framework - closing date 13 October 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead - James.Reynolds@LawSociety.org.uk 
 
This call for evidence invites views on the principles and design of a new framework for Stamp Duty and Stamp Duty Reserve Tax, both of which tax transactions in shares and securities to inform a longer term modernisation of the regimes.
 
The Tax Law Committee will lead on our response. 
 
 
HM Treasury: Economic Crime Levy: Funding new government action to tackle money laundering - closing date 13 October 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead - Rob.Cummings@LawSociety.org.uk 
 
Under the Economic Crime Plan, Sustainable Resourcing proposals for economic crime levy are to be levied against the regulated sector.
 
 
Ministry of Justice: Consultation on the proposed response to McCloud - closing date 16 October 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead - Yael.Levy.Ariel@LawSociety.org.uk 
 
In McCloud, the Court of Appeal held that transitional protections provided to older judges as part of the 2015 judicial pension reforms constituted unlawful direct age discrimination.  This consultation proposes addressing the discrimination for all judges in scope of the judgment by running an ‘options exercise’ in 2022. This would allow judges to choose whether to have accrued benefits in JUPRA/FPJPS or NJPS from 1 April 2015 until a reformed pension scheme is introduced in 2022.
 
The Access to Justice Committee will lead on our response, and we are also engaging solicitor judges to scope implications for our members. 
 
 
Ministry of Justice: Consultation on the mandatory retirement age for judicial office holders - closing date 16 October 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead - Yael.Levy.Ariel@LawSociety.org.uk 
 
This consultation sets out proposals to raise the mandatory retirement age (MRA) for judicial office holders from 70 to either 72 or 75. The proposals relate to judges, magistrates, non-legal members and coroners with the exception of judicial offices devolved to Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. The consultation also invites views on a proposal that would allow magistrates’ appointments in England and Wales to be extended beyond the MRA, as is possible for some judges when it is in the public interest.
 
The Access to Justice Committee will lead on our response, and the Equality Diversity and Inclusion Committee may also make some contributions. 
 
 
Ministry of Justice: Consultation on proposals to reform the judicial pension scheme - closing date 16 October 2020
Link to consultation
Policy Lead - Yael.Levy.Ariel@LawSociety.org.uk 
 
This consultation proposes that all judges be moved into a modernised version of JUPRA from April 2022 in order to deliver on the Government’s commitment to provide a long-term solution to the significant recruitment and retention issues facing the judiciary. The proposed scheme will remain unregistered for tax purposes but will be reformed to bring it into line, so far as possible, with the Hutton principles for public service pensions – for example, by linking benefits to career average earnings.
 
The Access to Justice Committee will lead on our response.
 
 
If you have any questions in relation to any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact us at London&SouthEastTeam@lawsociety.org.uk          
 
 
Best wishes,
 
Bhavni, Beth and Stuart.
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